Tye Sunday School 


Copyright, 1940, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 18 
Entered as second-class matter at the post-office 





, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of Mat¢h/3; 1879. 
partment, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, March 9, 1940 


Volume Eighty -two. No. 10 


ER serene AE : 
See page $12 





Lesson for March 24 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—(26) The Sepulcher: Triumph 
Over Death. Matthew 27:57 to 28:15 





two utterances the Lord made to his 
disciples. He told them plainly that 
even some of their relatives and friends 
would cause some among the disciples 


afraid of this room. 
father determined to sleep in it himself, 
and, coming forth in the morning all 


“But one night the 


safe and sound, he laughed away the 
fears of his children.” He had proved 
to them that there was nothing in that 
room to be afraid of. So, we are told, 


Notes on Open Letters: 
What Are “‘the Gates of Hell’? ........ 192 
What Is Meant by “The Resurrection and 
The Life’? IL By Walter C. Erdman, 


to be put to death. And then he added 
this remarkable word: “But there shall 
not an hair of your head perish” (Luke 


GE Sat Pat aay POS 193 21:16, 18). If their bodies were to be our Lord entered the grave and dwelt 
A-Mother’s Victory: Over Death. By Bertha put to death, and—as some say—were among the dead, and then came back to 
EE PRR RRS Soot PR a 195 never to be raised from the dead, that assure us that there is nothing in death 


“A Light Behind Him.” By Lucy C. Stone 196 
A Great Easter Sunrise Service in Chicago. 
5 ge a 196 


precious promise would never have 
been made. “What a wonderful Sav- 


to be afraid of. This illustration is false 
to the facts revealed in God’s Word 


iour !” about death. Death is not an imaginary 
Our Oldest Easter Dawn Service. By Nor- - evil, but a dreadful reality. There is 
Se is SD a cic iat 0.0.6 eta cetecscs 197 - 

a fatal, eternal sting in death, and that 

Invernational Uniform Lesson ........... 198-206 sting is sin (1 Cor. 15:56) Death is 
The Y P le’s Pr, Meeting. B H : P 

gin, 4 og o scealcasomanst ved, 207 Is Death Only Imaginary ? Satan’s work, and is an enemy (1 Cor. 

a ea 208 It is a popular idea that there is 15:26). Yet it is gloriously true that 

With the New Books .................... 211 nothing in death for anyone to fear. Christians, God’s children by faith in 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- Vast numbers will find some day that Christ as their Saviour, have nothing to 

WOH, D:D. 1.2... cece eee csecccec cence 211 this was a tragic mistake. Certainly fear in death,—not because it is only 

ve Christian people should not make it. an imaginary evil, but because Christ 


Yet an illustration has gone the rounds 
in Sunday school helps,—it has been 
offered to THE Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs 
but not accepted, —telling of a room in 
a certain house that was supposed to 
be haunted, and the family were all 


has conquered this enemy. He con- 
quered it that first Easter morning when 
he rose in triumph and victory from 
the dead. Therefore “thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Easter Thoughts of a 
Sunday School Superintendent 


By Ethel Romig Fuller 


OW this Easter morning 
Assembled in their places, ¥ 2 
The classes are a garden 
Of upraised flower faces. . 
Across the palms and lilies, 
How the young eyes shine! 
What responsibility, 
What privilege is mine 
*  To-read to them, and with them, 
Word by transcendent word, 
The story of the empty tomb 
And the risen Lord! 
So bless the lesson, Father, 
That all its truth and joy 
Mey live forever in the hearts 
each dear girl and boy. 


God's Resources 


74 E IS faithful that promised.” dwell there: behold, I have commanded 
H Elijah found that true when, in a widow there to sustain thee’ (1 Kings 
obedience to God’s command, he 17:8). 
hid himself by the brook Cherith and Of all improbable places to go for 
there, according to the divine promise, help! To Sidon? Why, that was not 
was fed by the ravens and refreshed by even within the borders of Israel. Why 
water from the brook. He had come_ should anyone in Sidon, where the 
to know what David had said would be famine had also extended, take care of 
we the experience of those who feared and an unknown wanderer in this time of 
’ trusted the Lord, “In the days of famine scarcity? And a widow? Why did not 
How Much Victory ? they shall be satisfied” (Psa. 37:19). God choose one of Sidon’s rich merchants 
How much of a victory has Christ But now, because there had been no _ to be Elijah’s host? Surely, it would be 
won over sin and death? He saves “to rain in the land, the brook was dried up! too much to ask a poor widow, reduced 
the uttermost,” —and that word “utter- Had God forgotten this faithful servant to the last extremity, to provide food 
most” means “completely.” His victory and his needs? Elijah knew better than for another, and that one an utter 
is complete. He would not be a real’ to believe such a thing. He knew that _ stranger. 
Saviour unless it were. And the resur- God’s resources could never fail, and It is not recorded that Elijah doubted 
rection of the bodies of ‘all who trust that a brook was nothing in his sight. at all his Guide’s leading. “So he arose,” 
in Christ as Saviour is absolutely neces- Was there not the river Jordan? It had’ the narrative runs simply, “and went to ° 
sary, because one result of sin is the not dried up. Perhaps Elijah thought Zarephath, and ...a widow was there 
death of the body. A striking evidence God would send him to that abundant, gathering sticks: and he called to her, 
of the completeness of Christ’s victory life-giving stream. But it was not to and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 
over sin and death, in the complete sal- the Jordan God told him to go. “Arise,” water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 
vation of “spirit and soul and body” of came the command, “get thee to Zare- A drink of water! Ordinarily that 
all believers (1 Thess. 5:23) appears in phath, which belongeth to Sidon, and would be a trifle, but now, with no rain 
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to fill the failing streams, it was a big 
thing for the woman to do, to go will- 
ingly and promptly to bring the stranger 
a refreshing drink from her meager 
store. However, when he continues with 
an even harder request: “Bring me, I 
pray thee, a morsel of bread,” she has 
to refuse. With only a handful of meal 
and a little oil, how can she deprive her 
son and herself of their last meal be- 
fore starvation overtakes them? But it 
will not be their last meal, Elijah as- 
sures her. If she but make him a little 
cake first, he promises her that the God 
of Israel, whom he has found faithful, 
will provide abundantly for her and her 
son. So the woman, great in faith, did 
as the prophet suggested, and “the jar 
of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse 
of oil fail.” God had not only provided 
again for Elijah; he had blessed also 
the woman who believed the prophet’s 
word when he confidently affirmed, 
“Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel.” 

Is God saying to any of us: “O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
aoubt?” Have we forgotten that “the 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof”; that “the cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills” are still his; that the earth 
is full of his riches? His storehouse is 
unbounded, his power is limitless, and 
he can and does provide for his own in 
unexpected and seemingly impossible 
ways. 

Have we, fearful, perhaps, that we 
might not have enough for our own 
needs, been hesitant to give to our Lord 
what he has asked of us? In these days 
when in many needy lands the Lord’s 
work has had to be restricted or cur- 
tailed because of lack of funds for carry- 
ing it on, and when even in our own land 
church obligations are often the last to 
be met, it would seem as if God’s peo- 
ple had forgotten the admonitions and 
promises: “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33); and, “Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the store-house ... and prove 
me now herewith, saith Jehovah of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 

How often must we be reminded that 
we have a Heavenly Father who will 
not forsake those who trust him? “Your 
Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him” (Matt. 6: 
8). “My God shall supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). “He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not also 
with him freely give us all things?” 
(Rom, 8:32.) “Casting all your anxiety 
upon him, because he careth for you” 
(1 Pet. 5:7). “Behold the birds... 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
not ye of much more value than they?” 
(Matt. 6:26.) 

If we have first given our own selves 
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to the Lord, it will-not be hard for us 
to seek first his Kingdom. And if, for 
the advancement of that Kingdom, with 
trusting hearts we cheerfully give, we 
shall learn, even as did the widow of 
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Zarephath long before our Lord spoke 
the words: “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over” (Luke 
6:38). 














- NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














What Are ” the Gates of Hell’? 


The postmillennialists make much of, 
“Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matt. 16:18). What answer 
can be made?—A Florida reader. 

The word “postmillennial” means 
“after the millennium,” and is used of 
those who believe that Christ’s Second 
Coming will occur only after the mil- 
lennium, the thousand years of a Golden 
Age on earth during which wars shall 
have been done away, righteousness 
among men shall be universal, and other 
world-wide blessings of Christ’s reign 
in the hearts of men shal! have been 
accomplished. That there is no Scrip- 
ture ‘for this mistaken view is very evi- 
dent. The postmillennialist believes that 
the world is growing better and better, 


and that the Church of Christ will con-— 


vert, or bring to Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, more and more of mankind until 
the Church shall have converted the 
world. But this postmillennial theory is 
not as popular as it was before the 
World War. The world has certainly 
not been growing better during the past 
thirty years, and its steadily increasing 
downward plunge into sin and rejection 
of God and Christ is wholly in accord- 
ance with the Scriptures, as Dr. Bau- 
man’s remarkable articles on Bible 
Prophecy in THe SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
have been showing. 

Evidently, according to the Florida 
reader, some postmillennialists interpret 
our Lord’s word to Peter, “Upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it,” as meaning that no powers of evil 
in this present world can stand against 
the Church, but that the Church will 
finally triumph by converting the world 
before the millennium. 

The Lord certainly did not say that 
to Peter; his prediction and assurance 
concerning the powerlessness of “the 
gates of hell” against the Church mean 
something quite different. 

The word translated “hell” in the King 
James Version is the Greek word hades, 
and is correctly so translated in the 
Revised Version, as in the margin of 
the Scofield Reference Bible. “Hades” 
does not mean the place of eternal pun- 
ishment, or “the lake of fire” (Rev. 20: 
14, 15), and is never used in the New 
Testament with that meaning. It means 
simply “the unseen world,” or the place 
of departed human spirits between the 








time of death and the time of resurrec- 
tion. The word that means hell as the 
lake of fire, or the place of eternal pun- 
ishment, is Gehenha, and is properly 
translated “hell” in all the New Testa- 
ment passages where it occurs. 

Hades, then, is simply the place of 
the dead. And when our Lord said that 
the gates of hades should not prevail 
against his Church, it is evident that he 
meant that death, or the place of the 
dead, could not permanently hold, .or 
keep capiive, those of his Church who 
might die. “Gates” are not offensive 
weapons, instruments of attack, in war- 
fare; they are; in war as in peace; set 
up to keep people in or to keep people 
out. Satan, permitted of God for a time 
to have “the power of death” (Heb. 
2:14), would like to be able to keep all 
saints who have died behind the gates 
of death forever. But he cannot do this. 
When Christ voluntarily died, and his 
body was buried in the sepulcher of 
Joseph of Arimathea, and Satan-directed 
men “made the sepulchre sure, sealing 
the stone, and setting a watch” (Matt. 
27:66), Satan probably hoped to be able 
to keep Christ the Head of the Church 
safely locked behing the gates of death, 
or of hades, forever }/ But Satan’s hopes 
were destroyed oj /the third day as 
Christ triumphant; /rose from the dead, 
passing through the great stone that 
closed the door of the tomb. 

Even so, because Christ is the first- 
fruits of the resurrection, “afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 
Cor. 15:23), the bodies of all who have 
died trusting in Christ as Saviour shall 
be raised from the dead, and Satan will 
find again that his “gates of hades” are 
powerless to keep them in the place of 
the dead. For “the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible,” and “then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(1 Cor. 15:52-54). 

Let us praise God at this Easter sea- 
son that Christ has built, and is build- 
ing, his Church upon the Rock of Ages, 
which is himself, and that because of 
this “the gates of hades shall not pre- 
vail against it.” 

ve 

Don’t you want a handy. binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Trmes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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A foundation doctrine of the Christian faith, 
which is not always fully understood 


What Is Meant by “ The Resurrection and The Life’’?’ 


By Walter C. Erdiign, i, MAM 
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of the body.” ‘That is to say, I do 

if I am a Christian. It has always 
been an article of the Christian faith. 
It was a common belief in our Lord’s 
day. He confirmed its truth and made 
it a definite part of the Christian hope. 
The idea of the resurrection of the body 
is so familiar as to be almost a common- 
place. For some strange reason the 
equally. stupendous miracle of the trans- 
formation of the body, at our Lord’s 
return, is not so frequently in our 
thoughts in spite of its appeal to the 
imagination and the comfort of the hope 
it inspire . Some of us may escape the 
almost universally dreaded experience 
of death and be transformed. The re- 
organization of our present bodies to 
adapt them to the conditions of the 
future life is just as necessary and sig- 
nificant as is the provision of resurrec- 
tion bodies for the dead. The Apostle 
Paul speaks of this transformation as a 
truth formerly unknown, revealed then 
for the first time, in his expression, a 
“mystery.” “Behold, I shew you a mys- 
tery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). 


“T BELIEVE .. . in the resurrection 


.The Mystery Revealed 


Perhaps we have not all realized that 
this item of Christian faith and hope is 
definitely implied, though not revealed 
in detail, in our Lord’s own words re- 
corded in the Gospel according to John. 
A comparison of the several passages, in 
both the Gospel of John and the Epistles 
where these subjects are unfolded, af- 
fords a study of deep and rewarding 
interest (John 11:24-26; Rom. 8:18, 23; 
4 Cor. 15:50-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Cor. 
5:1-5; 2 Tim. 1:9, 10). 

p A 

There are no words of comfort dearer 
to the hearts of Christian people than 
our Lord’s words to Martha about her 
brother Lazarus. “I am the resurrection, 
and the life.” No words of Scripture are 
more familiar. None are more reassur- 
ing. None, indeed, more startling in 
their implications; but not all Christians 
grasp their full significance or the very 
exact shades of meaning in the two ex- 
planatory phrases which follow them. 

“IT am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 





Some of the Scripture passages quoted in 
this article are from the King James Ver- 
sion, some from the American Standard 
Version. 


The heart of the Easter message is 
the fact of the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. All Christians 
believe in it, but many do not realize 
all that it will mean to them person- 
ally in the future. Dr. Erdman sets 
forth the glorious truths related to 
the resurrection of Christ in an un- 
usually thorough and satisfying way 
in this article, which is to be pub- 
lished in two parts. The truth of 
the literalness of our Lord’s two 
statements to Martha has been given 
to readers of The Sunday School 
Times in earlier issues, as in “Notes 
on Open Letters” of June 17, 1939, 
where Dr. William L. Pettingill was 
quoted as having called attention of 
the Editor to the true interpretation 
of this passage many years ago. This 
valuable study by Dr. Erdman is a 
still further setting forth of the rich 
meaning of this and related Scrip- 
tures, and in a personal note to the 
Times Dr. Erdman says that the cor- 
rect interpretation came originally 
to him from his father, the late Dr. 
W. J. Erdman, of whom D. L. Moody 
once said that ‘he knew the Bible 
better than any other man _ in 
America. 








die.” In the second sentence we have 
two. balanced ideas, two very. carefully 
contrasted phrases,-one related to Christ 
as “the resurrection”; the other related 
to him as “the life.” We may miss the 
point by reading too casually. We-shall 
certainly lose -it if we spiritualize the 
words. As a matter of fact, people do 
most frequently spiritualize these refer- 
ences to death and life. They do not 
interpret the phrases consistently with 
each other, but often take the first phrase 
literally and the second phrase spiritu- 
ally. But both phrases are absolutely 
literal in their reference to physical 
death. 

“I am the resurrection.” That is a 
simple, plain, and direct statement, how- 
ever profound and inexhaustible its 
meaning. And the next words agree 
with it. “He that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
That is also simple, direct, easy to grasp. 
It means that the dead in Christ shall 
one day rise because he is the Resurrec- 
tion. The power of his resurrection 
extends to dead believers. We are not 
at liberty to take this as a reference 
to souls dead in sin being quickened 
by Christ as if it were equivalent to, 





“You hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). The 
King James Version suggests that mis- 
leading interpretation by using the 
words “though he were dead.” The Re- 
vised Version is more accurate. “He 
that believeth on me, though he die, 
yet shall he live.” It is important to 
notice that both the dying and living 
are subsequent to the act of believing. 
The reference is to the physical death 
of one who is a believer. It is by no 
possibility a reference to regeneration. 
It does not mean passing from spiritual 
death to spiritual life. It means quite 
definitely and literally what it can only 
mean grammatically, that any believer 
who may die physically is sure of resur- 
rection because Christ is the Resurrec- 
tion. 


Taking Our Lord’s Words Literally 


The second phrase is still more easily 
misunderstood. It is, indeed, more often 
spiritualized and robbed of its real 
meaning. “Whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.” This is 
read. as if it meant, “Anyone who is alive 
spiritually and believes in me shall 
never die spiritually.” Such an inter- 
pretation not only carries the unscrip- 
tural implication that one can be “alive” 
spiritually before believing in Christ, 
but it also diverts our thought entirely 
from the physical death and life which 
are in view here as literally as in the 
first phrase. The fact is that the words 
must be taken in exact literalness. “He 
that is living and believing in me shall 
never die.” 

But one objects: “That is not true. 
As a matter of fact and experience be- 
lievers do die. They have died through 
the centuries since Christ spoke these 
words. It must mean that spiritual life 
is endless. It may mean, possibly, that 
believers will escape the so-called sec- 
ond death. It cannot be taken literally.” 
On the contrary, its literalness is ex- 
quisitely exact. We must observe the 
point of time with reference to which 
our Lord made this statement. Martha 
had said, “I know that he [Lazarus] 
shall rise again in the resurrection at * 
the last day,” and our Lord, going for- 
ward with her in thought to that day 
and that event, made his statement: “He 
that believeth in me, though he die, yet 
shall he live [at that day]; and whoso- 
ever is living and believing in me [at 
that day] shall never die.” He will 
“never die” because his body will “be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye,” into a deathless body. In 
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short, we have here exact references, 
respectively, to the two stupendous mir- 
acles of resurrection and of transfor- 
mation: the resurrection of dead be- 
lievers, and the transformation of living 
believers, when Christ comes again. 
Moreover, the two phrases are in exact 
and correct order chronologically. The 
Apostle Paul not only echoes the two 
ideas, but almost the very words. “The 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we 
who are alive and remain until the com- 
ing of the Lord shall be caught away. 
. . » The dead shall be raised incorrup- 
tible, and we [the living] shall be 
changed” (1 Thess, 4:16, 17; 1 Cor. 15: 
52). 

The first clause refers to those who, 
because they shall have died in the in- 
terval Pare fh he comes, will require 
resurrection. The second clause refers 
to those who, because they will still be 
living in their physical bodies at that 
time, require, not resurrection, but bod- 
ily transformation to complete their sal. 
vation. “Resurrection” is the appropri- 
ate word to use in regard to those who 
shall have died in the interval. There- 
fore the Lord Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection.” “Life” is the appropriate 
word to use of the living who require 
only physical transformation. Therefore 
he said in regard to their experience, “I 
am the life!” 


“Wherefore Comfort One Another .. .” 


Insert the time-clew among the words 
and read them again. “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he that believeth 
on me, though [in the meantime] he die, 
yet shall he live [in that day, be- 
cause I am the Resurrection]; and 
whosoever is living [still] and be- 
lieving on me [in that day] shall 
never die [because I am the Life].” Do 
you get the added comfort of that under- 
standing? Believers may die, but even 
so they will surely rise again. But we 
may be still living when he comes, and 
in that case we shall never pass through 
the experience of death. at all. For us 
“mortality” may be “swallowed up of 
life.” You have known it from other 
Scriptures, Is it not wonderful to find 
it clearly intimated in our Lord’s care- 
fully discriminating words and phrases? 
“Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” They do not require spir- 
itualizing, They are literally true. 

II. 

If the words in John’s Gospel were 
the only ones referring to these two 
closely related ideas of resurrection and 
transformation we might not confidently 
Juild too great a structure upon one 
‘arse, but the inspired Apostle Paul has 
.dded much light and definition to the 
.ubject. In his First Letter to the Cor- 
inthians he writes in detail about the 
resurrection, while in his second letter 
to the same group of Christians he refers 
more particularly to the experience of 
transformation. 

4s Christians we look forward to these 





THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES 


two tremendous and awe-inspiring 
events, two marvelous manifestations of 
God’s power, the resurrection of the 
dead in new and wonderfully organ- 
ized bodies, like Christ’s own resurrec- 
tion body (“as we have borne the image 
of the earthy [Adam], we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly”), and 
the transformation of the bodies of living 
saints into bodies fashioned on the same 
plan (“who shall fashion anew the body 
of our humiliation, that it may be con- 
formed to the body of his glory”). 


The Glories of Full Redemption 


With the dead is associated the idea 
of corruptibility, decay. With those be- 
lievers still living when he comes is 
associated the idea of mortality, the 
possibility of dying. The body is always 
in the inspired writer’s thought. This 
is because a man without a body is mot 
a complete organism, and a man with 
a mortal body has not yet received the 
full benefits of redemption. The words 
“corruptible” and “mortal” are not syn- 
onyms. The bodies of the dead are sub- 
ject to decay; they are corruptible. The 
bodies of the living are still subject 
to death; they are mortal. The apostle 
uses these words with the most exact 
and consistent discrimination. 

In the fifteenth chapter of First Cor- 
inthians, after showing that the idea of 
a resurrection body is reasonable and 
that it must be a body organized on 
a new principle, a body fitted. to be the 
abode of the spirit of the redeemed, he 
goes on also to refer to the transforma- 
tion of the bodies of living saints. “Now 
this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorrup- 
tion” (1 Cor. 15:50).1 “Flesh and blood” 
refers to living believers. They must 
have new, “spiritual” bodies adapted to 
life in a spiritual realin the laws of 
which are as yet unknown to us. “Cor- 
ruption” refers to the bodies of dead be- 
lievers. They cannot, as such, function 
in the realm of the incorruptible, the 
world of spirits: The bodies of both 
classes must be made over; and so he 
adds: “We shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye 

. . the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we [the apostle naturally 
includes himself among the living] shall 
be changed. For this corruptible [and 
he points to bodies in the grave] must 
put on incorruption [the new, spiritual, 
resurrection body], and this mortal [he 
points to his own living body, always 
subject to the threat of death and there- 
fore properly called mortal] must put 
on immortality {the new, differently or- 
ganized, ascension body, deathless in 
quality]” (1 Cor, 15:51-53). Of course, 





1This verse should not be used to prove 
that the “kingdom of heaven” is an ethical 
and spiritual concept. It refers specifically 
and exclusively to the kind of bodies neces- 
sary for the citizens of the Kmgien in 
its heavenly phase. 
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the new bodies both of the dead and of 
the living will be the same in character 
and in organization and in. new ,powefs; 
but, in.order to. preserve and emphasize 
the distinction between those who have 
passed through the experience of physi- 
cal death and those who escape that 
experience, the apostle continues to use 
the appropriate word for each class. “So 
when this corruptible [the dead body] 
shall have put on incorruption [the res- 
urrection body, called by its contrasted 
characteristic], and this mortal [the liv- 
ing body! shall have put on immortality 
{the transformed body, called by its con- 
trasted characteristic], then shall -be 
brought to pass the saying,-. ... Death 
is swallowed up in victory.”. The effect 
of death, which is decay, and the wages 
of sin, which is mortality, will both be 
abolished together by the vietouione 
power of Christ. 


The Greatness of Christ’s Victory 


“QO death, where is thy sting?” Mor- 
tality is abolished; the new bodies are 
deathless! “O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory?” Corruption is abolished; the new 
bodies are incorruptible! “Thanks be 
to God, who giveth us’ the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1-Cor. 
15:85, 57). 

III. 


Of these two great events to which 
our Christian hope looks forward, the 
transformation of the living bodies 
seems almost the more amazing. Strange 
that we do not refer to it more fre- 
quently! What a marvelous experience 
there will be for those who are still 
living when Christ comes! Suddenly 
to realize, as Paul wrote, that “mortality 
might be swallowed up of life”! In the 
Second Letter to the Corinthians he 
refers to this phenomenon of mysteri- 
ous change under the symbolism of a 
change in dwelling places, tents, houses, 
homes for the spirit, houses “not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 
Cor. 5:1-9). He knows that God has 


_ planned new dwellings, new bodies, for 


both the dead and the living. They are 
so certain to be received that he speaks 
of them as already in existence. He 
seems to speak of a change of dwellings 
when, so far as the living are concerned, 
he really means a change in the organ- 
ization of the dwelling place. It is the 
same body, yet changed! Recognizable 
as ours, but yet with new qualities and 
capacities and adaptability. 

The apostle is distressed by the weak- 
ness and limitations of his present physi- 
cal body, and longs for the new one 
he knows he will receive in God’s own 
time. “For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven: ... for 
we that are in this tabernacle do groan.” 
He does not want to be “unclothed,” — 
to die, that is to say, and become a dis- 
embodied spirit. That would be like 
being naked! (“If so be that being 
clothed we shall not be found naked.”) 
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No, not to be unclothed, but to have 
the new body put right on over his pres- 
ent one. (“Not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon!”) He 
wants the new organism to be instan- 
taneously substituted for the old. He 
wants the mortality of the present physi- 
cal body to be covered, overwhelmed, 
destroyed by a sudden inrush of life. 
He wants that which is immortal (the 
new body) to take the place of “that 
which is mortal” (the present body) by 
instantaneous metamorphosis. He wants 
“mortality... . swallowed up of life.” 
(In the Greek it is “the life,” and how 
significant that is in view of our Lord’s 
words, “I am the life” !) 

He does not want the experience of 
death. He does not want to be a dis- 
embodied, imperfectly equipped spirit. 
He prefers the ideal experience of trans- 
formation. (Paradoxically, he does 
want to be without a body for a time if 
it means being the sooner with the Lord 
in the spirit . . . “willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.”) Yet he leaves with us 
the sure hope that the experience of 
bodily transformation will be ours. It 
is certain to take place because God has 
given us the Holy Spirit as a pledge that 
it will take place. Now he that hath 
wrought for us this very thing is God, 
who also hath “given the earnest of the 
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Spirit.” An “earnest” is a first payment 
of a sum that pledges the future pay- 
ment of the entire amount. Whether 
through resurrection or through trans- 
formation, we are certain to receive our 
“celestial” bodies. We have God’s pledge. 


What if... some day when you and I 
are standing, 
Watching the fitful lightning in the 
sky, 
Hearing the muttered threat of distant 
thunder, 
Knowing humanity’s dread hour. is 


nigh... 


What if a sudden thrill should quiver 
through our being, 
Not the death pang that ends all 
mortal strife, 
But, in a quickening surge of swift 
ecstatic power, 
“Mortality be swallowed up of life !” 


O Blessed Hope that looks beyond the 


shadows, 
That is not troubled by this world’s 
alarms; 
That knows The Life and sees a 
Transformation, 


That waits the welcome of His out- 
stretched arms! 


—W. C. E., Trmes, July 9, 1932. 
(To be concluded next week) 
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And how her testimony lives on in her 
children and grandchildren 








A Mother’s Victory Over Death 


By Bertha B. Moore 

















VER the radio there corhes a pro- 

gram that is called “Life Can Be 
Beautiful.” One day last spring I saw 
that if life is beautiful, death can also 
be beautiful. 

My friend had suffered with cancer 
for nearly two years and at last her de- 
liverance was_near. On the last Sunday 
night before she went Home (on a Tues- 
day morning) I sat beside her bed with 
her son, a strong Christian gentleman 
who was as gentle with his mother as 
he might have been with his own child. 
As I-watched him I thought how splen- 
did it must be to have a son as fine as 
he is. 

All through the night we thought she 
was dying. Once she strangled. Then 
she awoke, looked at each one of us, 
and smiled.. With her were three -of 
her daughters, all grown, her one son, 
and her husband, the nurse, and I: She 
knew..each one of us arid. called us by 
name, smiling, assuring us that all was 
well. 

She had been too weak to lift her 
hands, but now ‘she looked upward and 
clapped them softly, exclaiming as she 
did, “Ethel!” Ethel was her niece who 


had gone on before her several years 
ago and who had been her nearest neigh- 
bor. She kept looking up and smiling. 
Once she spoke of how bright it was up 
there. 

: Before she became too ill, she talked 
a long time with her family, witnessing 
for her Lord Jesus whom she loved de- 
votedly. She planned her funeral, nam- 
ing the ministers whom she wanted, but 
asking that no funeral sermon be 
preached. “I have already preached my 
own funeral. No one can add to it,” she 
explained, gently. She called to her bed- 
side several younger men for whom she 
had prayed for years. To these she 
talked a long time, and they promised 
to meet her in Heaven. To others she 
sent messages about their souls’ salva- 
tion. : 

When she knew first that she could 
not get well, she dreaded the grave. She 
dreaded leaving her husband alone. But 
days before the end came all dread had 
gone, and she was even willing to leave 
her beloved compaiion in God’s tender 
care. Her Lord Jesus had filled her 
heart with peace and victory and. grace. 

And then on Tuesday morning, very 
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early, she fell asleep, after having spoken 
again to her immediate family and smil- 
ing her radiant smile. She awoke in 
Heaven. 

My friend’s life had been beautiful. 
Her death was beautiful. 

She never wrote a book, but she wrote 
letters to her children, all five of whom 
lived in cities away from the old farm. 
She never made a speech in public, but 
she often gave her testimony to those 
who called at her home. She never 
wrote a column for a newspaper, but 
many brought their deepest secrets and 
most trying cares to her and she shared 
with them her sympathy and under- 
standing. She never painted a picture, 
but she was a lovely picture herself 
of gentleness, purity, and loveliness. Her 
Bible was ever near her. She often 
prayed and her friends knew that she 
prayed. Her children had heard her 
pray. 

There is an old song that goes like 
this, “If I could only hear my mother 
pray again.” I have been where it was 
a favorite in a congregation, and I have 
wondered how many of the men and 
women, and boys and girls, who were 
there singing, had ever heard their 
mother pray at all, how many really 
knew that their mothers had ever 
prayed. These five children could well 
sing that song, for they knew their 
mother had often prayed for them. 

And her prayers had been answered. 
All five of the children,—all but one 
of the girls is a mother and the son has 
six daughters,—all are active, earnest, 
devout Christians. Their children are 
all Christians. One grandson says he 
wants to be a preacher. It is an un- 
usual family for this day. But their 
mother was an unusual mother! 

Friends packed the little church at her 
funeral and as many stood outside as 
were inside. Such flowers as she had! 
Yet she was but a simple farm woman. 
Only’'a farm woman? She was a glori- 
ous example of what the Lord Jesus can 
do with just a simple farm woman ! 

O Christian mother, have your chil- 
dren ever heard you pray? My own 
precious mother was a Christian, much 
like my friend, but I never heard her 
pray. I saw her pray every night that 
I was with her: I knew she prayed, for 
I shall never forget once when I was 
to take a hard examination in school. 
That day I felt as if the Lord Jesus were 
sitting beside me. I passed the examina- 
tion. When my mother’s letter came, I 
knew why I had experienced so wonder- 
ful a day. She had been praying for me. 

Why do so many Christian mothers 
neglect to cultivate prayer in their own 
lives and in their homes? They tell 


their children about everything else un- 
der the sun. Yet they shrink from tell- 
ing them about the Lord Jesus. They 
leave someone else the joy of introduc- 
ing their children to him. Don’t, Mother ! 
One of the sweetest memories I have 
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of my own mother is her prayer life. 
One of the sweetest memories these chil- 
dren of my friend will have is of her 
prayer life. What will your children 
remember about their mother? 

Pray, Mother, PRAY! You need the 
joy of prayer in your own life. Your 
children need to know how to pray. 
YOU should be the one to teach them. 
Make your life beautiful through prayer. 
Then you need not worry about death. 


Bostic, N. C. 
we 


“A Light Behind Him” 


By Lucy C. Stone 


T WAS spring, and Easter Sunday was 

in the offing. A small boy from a 
non-Christian home had been brought 
into the Sunday school and placed in 
what was then known as the Primary 
class, where the faithful teacher noticed 
that the lad seemed to drink in her every 
word. He listened so intently that she 
found herself speaking directly to him 
and drawing her inspiration from him. 

Came Easter with the beautiful old 
story of the risen Christ, and as Mrs. 
C. taught this precious lesson the lad’s 
eyes grew big and bright; but not until 
later did the teacher learn how deeply 
the words sank into the boy’s soul. 

His mother was not only unsaved, but 
she had a morbid fear of death. After 
her little boy became interested in. the 
Sunday school he begged her to come to 
church with him, but she persistently re- 
fused his entreaties because she was 
afraid that the preacher might say some- 
thing about death or dying! 

After the Easter lesson the child had 
gone home with a shining face, and rush- 
ing into the house where his mother was, 
he exclaimed, “Oh, Mother, you needn’t 
be afraid of dying any more, for Jesus 
went through the grave and left a light 
behind him!” The words constantly -re- 
peated themselves over and over in the 
heart of that mother: “A light behind 
him!” Still, she would not go to church, 
although her boy prayed nightly for 
her, that God would “make her a Chris- 
tian.” Early one evening she had put 
him to bed and heard him pray; “O God, 
please make my mother a Christian, and 
do it right off quick!” Sweet impa- 
tience ! 

Later that evening a Heaven-sent 
neighbor came in and asked the mother 
to go with her to the church, where a 
series of special meetings was being held. 
To her own astonishment she consented, 
and she went to the meeting because the 
fear in her heart had been melting un- 
der the influence of her son’s words 
about “the light behind him.” There 
was a Heaven-sent message that night; 
the Holy Spirit applied the words to her 
soul, bringing conviction into her heart, 
and that night her little boy’s prayer 
was answered ! 


ALHAMBRA, CALIF. 
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Where the true Go 


again in Soldier Fiel 








A Great Easter Sunrise Service in Chicago 
1 will pe sremetnne 


By Robert Walker 














«$f HRIST is Risen.” In letters four- 

teen feet high and ten feet wide 
spread across Soldier Field this theme 
will characterize for the eighth con- 
secutive year the Greater Chicago 
Easter Sunrise Service—one of the 
larger meetings of the kind to be held 
on Easter morning, and one that is spon- 
sored and projected wholly by funda- 
mental, evangelical. Christians. And 
judging from the tremendous volume of 
promotional material that for the past 
weeks has been bringing the vent to the 
attention of Middle Westerners, this 
year’s Sunrise Service promises to be 
one of the greatest single meetings this 
year in all the country —perhaps even 
the world —in which the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ will be faithfully pro- 
claimed. 

Amazing is the fact that 90,000 are ex- 
pected to attend this early morning serv- 
ice. But even more striking is the real- 
ization that 5,000 conversions are being 
prayed for by the various committees, 
as well as by hundreds of Christians 
throughout the Chicago area who down 
through the years have watched the 
progress of the Sunrise Service. And 
what’s more, there is real evidence for 
the possibility of these expectations be- 
ing fulfilled. Imagine a service that the 
first year drew twice as‘many as its 
sponsors anticipated; which one year at- 
tracted 50,000 persons; which has been 
broadcast by two of the nation’s largest 
radio networks; and which, .in spite of 
its size and the cosmopolitan nature of 
the audience it draws, actually has seen 
hundreds of conversions! Yet these are 
just an indication of the paradox of this 
great meeting which will convene now 
before many days—a meeting which 
will feature this year Dr. John Zoller, 
Detroit radio evangelist, as speaker; the 
Rev. Wendell P. Loveless, Director of the 
Radio Department, Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, as song leader; Chief Whitefeather, 
Sioux Indian chief, formerly of the con- 
cert stage and today an evangelist, as 
soloist. 

The history of the Greater Chicago 
Easter Sunrise Service is short when 
compared to other open-air services that 
are held in dozens of cities on Easter 
morning For while the first of these 


* more modern Easter dawn services was 


held in 1909 on the summit of Mount 
Rubidoux near Riverside, Calif., the Chi- 
cago service began in 1933 at the Cen- 
tury of Progress exhibition. Then the 
tall, serious faced Harry G. Saulnier first 
proposed such a service in a young peo- 
ple’s meeting. But the project seemed 





too vast for a single organization to 
sponsor, and the idea was dropped — by 
everyone but Saulnier. This fiery young 
lay-evangelist clung to the hope that 
the meeting was possible, and continued 
to suggest it to everyone with whom 
he came in contact. Then one day he 
broached the idea to the president of 
the Century of Progress Evangelistic 
Council. There it “clicked.” But young 
Saulnier soon discovered that there was 
considerably more to his plan than the 
mere originating of it. Difficulties of all 
sorts were encountered, and for a time it 
looked as though the Easter Sunrise 
Service never would mature. Eventually, 
however, the day came, and in plenty 
of time before daybreak a group of men, 
who Saulnier had insisted should be 
sound Christians, were gathered on the 
platform in the Hall of Science waiting 
for the opening of the meeting. The 
one question uppermost in their minds 
was, “How will the people of Chicago 
respond to such a service at this hour?” 
But they need never have doubted. God 
answered their prayers. The people 
poured in; ushers were swamped with 
the task of seating the throng, and so 
unprepared was the committee for such 
a crowd that when the time came for 
the offering everything from hats to 
handkerchiefs were passed, 

Now that the 1933 meeting nad proved 
that Chicago would attend an Easter 
Sunrise Service, what was the next 
move? Saulnier, as head of the Com, 
mittee that planned the first meeting, had 
the logical answer, “Hold another. one.” 
And he did just that. But in 1934. it 
was decided necessary to secure a larger 
meeting place. At length) the Chicago 
Park Board was approached, and as a 
result the use of Soldier Field, one of 
the largest open-air arenas in the coun- 
try, was secured free of charge. And 
here, ever since, the huge letters “Christ 
is Risen” have proclaimed the message 
of salvation to thousands of persons on 
this greatest day on the Christian cal- 
endar. 

How is such a meeting possible with- 
out being heavily underwritten? “Only 
through prayer,” explains Saulnier, still 
active chairman of the Greater Chicago 
Easter Sunrise Service Committee. “We 
have no means for raising money, so all 
we can do is ask the Lord for the funds 
necessary to make the meeting possible. 
And that is enough.” To date, each of 
the meetings except one has paid for 
itself in the offering taken. “There is 
never much left over,” adds Saulnier, 
“but that’s all right, we don’t need it 
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anyway.” The one meeting that did not 
pay for itself came in 1937,— but even 
then 20,000 persons braved the snow- 
filled bleachers and icy seats to attend, 
and when the shortage was discovered it 
was quickly made up by freewill offer- 
ings. 

Since the beginning, the Greater Chi- 
cago Easter Sunrise Service Committee 
has waited upon the Lord for guidance. 
Each time the committee has admitted 
its own inability to carry through a suc- 
cessful program without the guidance 
and power of the Holy Spirit. But once 
having committed the service and its 
results to Him, each member has worked 
day and night. Thus each Easter Sun- 
rise Service is the result of a prodigious 
amount of prayerful planning and work. 
Up until this year the entire Chicago 
area was divided into zones, and each 
zone put in charge of a chairman. These 
men, with the aid of a committee, vis- 
ited every church in their area twice be- 
fore Easter, distributing cards, putting up 
posters, and if possible addressing church 
and Sunday school groups. In this way 
approximately 5,000 churches were vis- 
ited. This plan, however, is being dis- 
continued for a more “streamlined” pro- 
motional program, which, with a more 
diversified approach, is calculated to 
reach a wider audience. The new plan 
calls for wider employment than ever 
of printed material. -Over 100,000 cards 
bearing an invitation to the meeting are 
being distributed by young women on 
the streets of Chicago. These are sup- 
plemented ._by street car, bus, and ele- 
vated car cards and posters, together 
with stamps. which have been distributed 
and used by Christian businessmen-and 
women on their mail. In addition to 
this,. “spot” announcements — donated 
by virtually every radio stafjion in the 
city (seventeen in all) — will tell radio 
listeners of the Easter program. Both 
as a result and a part of this campaign, 
approximately 500 churches sympathetic 
with the evangelical nature of the pro- 
gram are co-operating in making it 
known. 

How sound the program of the Chi- 
cago Easter Sunrise Service actually is 
can be judged, at least in part, by the 
speakers who have been heard. Al- 
though Scripture reading rather than an 
address featured the first two services, 
since then the list could well be consid- 
ered a roll call of the better known fun- 
damental leaders: Dr. Will H. Houghton, 
president of Moody Bible Institute, and 
Prof. Theodore W. Anderson, president 
of Mission Covenant Church of America, 
in 1935; Dr. Walter Wilson, well-known 
Christian author, in 1936; Dr. Robert C. 
McQuilkin, president of Columbia Bible 
College, in 1937; Dr. Charles E. Fuller, 
director of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour, in 1938; Jock Troup, Scottish evan- 
gelist, last year; and for this year Dr. 
John Zoller, another radio evangelist. 

But -equally significant is the evan- 
gelistic emphasis that pervades the en- 
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tire program. The audience always takes 
part in Scripture reading. One year 
14,000 Gospels of John were given out 
at the meeting. This year 50,000 tracts 
will be distributed. Then, since 1934, 
the program handed to each person con- 
tains a coupon, with space for name and 
address, which reads: 


Being convinced that I am a sinner, and 
believing that Christ died for sinners and 
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shed His blood to put away my sins, I 
NOW receive Him as my personal Saviour. 
The first time these were used a score 
or more were handed in. Each year the 
number has increased until last year 
more than two hundred persons an- 
nounced their acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour. Many more since have re- 
ported that the Easter Sunrise Service 
(Continued on page 208) 








Nearly 200 years old, and famous the 
world over for its superb music 





Our Oldest Easter Dawn Service 


By Norman C. Schlichter 

















ACH Easter dawn finds more ‘and 
more Christian worshipers attending 
special services all over our land. A 
few years ago the number of such early 
morning services was above five hun- 
dred. Now there must be many more. 
But I am sure that many of these early 
worshipers among us do not know which 
of these services is the oldest one. It 
is the one that is the best known, and is 
famous throughout the civilized world 
because of the perfection of the music 
that is part of it. Recent world events 
focus attention on this service this year. 
Of course, the one I am referring to 
is the service held at Bethlehem, Pa., 
the service of the Moravians. 

They are disciples of John Huss, of 
the same Moravia that Hitler so ruth- 
lessly ran over about Easter time of 
last year. This religious sect has known 
persecution after persecution, and doubt- 
less the Spirit that has been their heri- 
tage for ages will rise again triumphant 
over all future enemies of Easter and 
the cross of our eternal Saviour. 

After the Thirty Years’ War the Mo- 
ravians were almost wiped out entirely, 
but a few survivors: managed to escape 
to Saxony. How like present-day his- 
tory this reads! But persecution turned 
out to be their lot there, too, and many 
migrated to Georgia. They settled near 
Savannah, Ga.,; and in May, 1740, came 
to Pennsylvania. In accord with their 
religious practice ‘they held an Easter 
dawn service in the spring of 1741. And 
they have been held without interrup- 
tion every year since, so that this year’s 
service will be the 199th. 

The use of the trombone in all Mo- 
ravian worship services adds pictur- 


.esqueness to them. This custom goes 


back at least to 1722; but it was bor- 
rowed from other sects in Europe. 
The Easter morning service comes as 
the climax of an eight-day vigil, begin- 
ning on the evening before Palm Sunday 
and consisting of meditations on the 
Lord’s Passion. This long, solemn prep- 
aration for the Easter dawn service has 
much to do with making it the deeply 
impressive service it is. I hope that 





such preparation will be increasingly a 
part of the plan of many other Christian 
groups who now hold Easter dawn 
services. 

The trombonists, long before dawn, 
pass from street to street wakening wor- 
shipers with their magnificent and rev- 
erent trumpet calls. Then as the first 
worshipers arrive at the church before 
the earliest rays of the Easter dawn, the 
trombonists, stationed in the tower, greet 
them with the strains of “Awake, Thou 
That Sleepest.” In the State capitol at 
Harrisburg, Pa., is a mural painting by 
W. V. Van Ingen depicting this scene. 

When the light of day is first seen 
above the eastern horizon the trombon- 
ists play to the assembled hosts, “How 
Lovely Shines the Morning Star.” Then, 
those of the great throngs who are for- 
tunate enough to be inside the meeting 
house hear the hymn, “Hail! All Hail, 
Victorious Lord and Saviour,” sung with 
organ, orchestra, and choir uniting in 
a grand harmony, perhaps unsurpassed 
by any other group of musicians on our 
continent. Music lovers and music 
critics come from all lands to hear this 
music. . 

After the service indoors the trombon- 
ists lead the procession up the steep pave- 
ment to “God’s Acre.” There a hollow 
square is formed, all facing the east, and, 
the trombones leading, the choir and 
entire congregation sing the hymn, “The 
Graves of All the Saints Christ Blessed.” 
As the sun rises, the final hymn is sung, 
“I Give Thee Thanks Unfeigned.” 

Then the throngs disperse in silence 
from the quiet tombs, among them that 
of Tschoop, Cooper’s Last of the Mo- 
hicans, who was won to Christ by Mo- 
ravian missionaries. 

The work of these missionaries among 
American Indians makes one of the most 
heroic chapters of all religious history, 
Indeed, no Christians are more devoted 
to missions to this day than are the 
Moravian Brethren. 

How fine it is that this the oldest of 
our Easter dawn worship services is per- 
haps the most impressive of them all! 


ANNVILLE, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 27:57 to 28:15; printed text, Matthew 27:57 to 28:6 
Golden Text.—Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.—1 Cor. 15:20 


LESSON 12. MARCH 24. THE SEPULCHER: TRIUMPH OVER DEATH 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 27:57 to 28:6 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 27:57 When the even was come, there came a rich man 
of Arimathza, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple: 

58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 

59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, 

60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out 
in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepulchre, and departed. 

61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting 
over against the sepulchre. 

62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, 
the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 

63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he 
was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 

64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until 
the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him 
away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so 
the last error shall be worse than the first. 

65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make 
it as sure as ye Can. 

66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the 
stone, and setting a watch. 


28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came ‘Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
to see the sepulchre. 

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat upon it. 

3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow: 

4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. 

5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay. 


b 4 x 


American STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 27:57 And when even was come, there came a rich man 
from Arimathza, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ dis- 
ciple: 58 this man went.to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 
Then Pilate commanded it to be given up. 59 And Joseph took 
the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid ‘it 
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and 
he rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, and departed. 
61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting 
over against the sepulchre. 

62 Now on the morrow, which is the day after the Preparation, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together unto 
Pilate, 63 saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said. while 
he was yet alive, After three days I rise again. 64 Command 
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest haply his disciples come and steal him away, and say unto 
the people, He is risen from the dead: and the last error will 
be worse than the first. 65 Pilate said unto them, 1Ye havea 
guard: go, ?make it as sure as ye can. 66 So they went, and made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, the guard being with them. 


28:1 Now late on the sabbath day, as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary to see the sepulchre. 2 And behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled away the stone, and sat upon it. 3 His 
appearance was as lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 
4 and for fear of him the watchers did quake, and became as 
dead men. 5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, 
Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, who hath been 
crucified. 6 He is not here; for he is risen, even as he said. 
Come, see the place * where the Lord lay. 


1Or, Take a guard. *Gr., make it sure, as ye knew. * Many 
ancient authorities read where he lay. 2 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE empty tomb.of Jesus is the 
“[ sitent yet effectual witness to the 

fact of his resurrection. Had it 
been possible to find his body, his dis- 
ciples would have received it and given 
it careful burial again. And if his ene- 
mies could have produced it, they would 
have displayed it in fiendish glee as a 
positive proof that his prediction that 
he would rise again the third day, had 
been, utterly falsified. But neither 
friend nor foe could locate it, for God 
had raised his Son from the dead in 
token of his perfect satisfaction in the 
work of the cross. The tomb was empty 
on that first Lord’s day morning, not 
because the disciples had come by night 
and stolen the body while the soldiers 
slept (an unheard of proceeding), nor 
yet because the chief priests and their 
emissaries had dared to break the Ro- 
man seal upon the stone that covered 


the entrance to that rock-hewn grave, 
but because Jesus had fulfilled his words 
when he declared that if they destroyed 
the temple of his. body, he would raise 
it again in three days. The resurrection 
is attributed to the Father (Heb. 13: 
20), to the Son (John 2:19-21; 10:17, 18), 
and to the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:11). The 
entire trinity had part in that glorious 
event, the supreme miracle of the ages, 
when he who died for our sins rose 
again for our justification. Joseph of 
Arimathea little thought of the honor 
that was to be his, when preparing the 
new tomb, which was to be the dwell- 
ing-place for a few hours of the dead 
body of him who is now alive forever- 
more. 


The Historical Setting 

The resurrection of Christ took place 
on the day of the feast of first fruits 
following the Passover, the first day of 
the new week, thus introducing a new 
age (Lev. 23:10, 11). The year was 
probably A. D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 27:57—“A rich man... named 


Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ dis-' 
ciple.” He was one of the few of those 
who had riches who waited for the king- 
dom (Matt. 19:23, 24; Mark 15:43), but 
he had not, hitherto, openly proclaimed 
himself a follower of Jesus (John 19: 
38). 


Verse 58—‘“Pilate commanded the 
body to be delivered.” Thus the body 
of Jesus was preserved from further 
indignity, and Isaiah 53:9 was fulfilled. 
He must be with the rich in his death. 


Verse 59.—“He wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth.” As was customary in Jew- 
ish burials, the body was entirely 
swathed in long, linen strips, not simply 
covered with a shroud. 


Verse 60.—“Rolled a great stone to the 
door of the sepulchre.” This stone cov- 
ered the entire entrance and was prob- 
ably like a great millstone, fitted into 
a groove cut in the face of the cliff. 


Verse 61.—“Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary.” Mary of Magdala, out of 
whom seven demons had been cast 
(Luke 8:2), and Mary, the mother of 
Joses (Mark 15:47). 
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Lesson for March 24 


Verse 62.—“‘The next day, that. followed 
the day of the preparation.” That is, the 
day preceding the Passover Sabbath, 
which was recognized as one of the most 
sacred days of the year. 


Verse 63.—“We remember.” It is 
noticeable that the enemies.of Jesus re- 
membered what his own disciples had 
forgotten. They recalled his declaration 
that he would “rise again” on the third 
day. 


Verse 64.—“Command therefore that 
the sepulchre be made sure.” Fearing 
that the disciples would attempt to de- 
ceive the people by stealing and hiding 
the body of Jesus so as to foist a ficti- 
tious story of his resurrection on the 
multitude, they planned to secure the 
sepulcher so that it could not be entered 
until the three day limit was -passed. 

Verse 65.—“‘Make it as sure as ye can.” 
Pilate’s words seem: almost sardonic. 
He evidently saw through their fears 
and so made them responsible to see 
that there should be no interference. 


Verse 66.—“They . .. made the sep- 
ulchre sure.” By sealing the stone and 
setting a watch, they made it next to im- 
possible for anyone to obtain possession 
of the body of the Lord. 


Chap. 28:1.—“In the end of the sab- 
bath.” The sabbaths of the law were 
now passed and the morning after the 
sabbath was about to dawn when the 
women came to see the sepulcher and 
to anoint the body (Luke 24:1). 


Verse 2.—‘The angel of the Lord... 
rolled back the stone from the door.” 
This was done, not to let the risen Christ 
out, but to let the women and others 
in, for the tomb was empty already. 


Verse 3—‘“His countenance was like 
lightning.” It is written, “Who maketh 
his angels spirits, and his .ministers a 
flame of fire” (Heb. 1:7). 

Verse 4.—“The keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men.” These guards 
beheld the glorious vision and, being 
terrified, fell to the ground as in a faint. 

Verse 5.—“Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus.” The angel under- 
stood what brought the women to the 
grave.. He quieted their fears and re- 
assured their hearts. 


Verse 6.—“Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.” Declaring that he whom 
they sought was risen, the angel in- 
vited them to look within and see with 
their own eyes the empty crypt where 
they. had helped to lay the body of Jesus 
three days before. The fact that there 
was no form there proved beyond any 
doubt that Jesus had risen-in triumph 
from the grave. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16) is 
the glad tidings of the death and resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 15: 1-4). 
To believe and proclaim the death of 
the Son of God is not enough. It is 
the resurrection that tells us that his 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lesaons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12. (26) March 24.—The Sepulcher: Tri- 


umph Over Death. Matthew 27:57 to 28:15 

13. (27) March 31.—The Continuing Task. 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Second Quarter 

. April 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 

April 14.—Hosea Tells of God’s For- 
giving Love ......... Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
April 21.—Micah’s Vision of Peace ..Micah 

April 28.—Isaiah Comforts an Afflicted 
RE ee erro Isaiah 40 

May 5.—Isaiah Gives God’s Invitation. 
Isaiah 55 
. May 12.—Habakkuk’s Faith ..... Habakkuk 

- May. 19.—Jeremiah Denounces False 
EE, SARE Ra Jeremiah 23. 
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propitiation has been accepted and God 
can now justify all who put their trust 
in him (Rom. 4:25). Everywhere that 
the apostles of the new dispensation 
went, they preached Jesus and the res- 
urrection (Acts 2:24, 32; 17:18, 31). This 
implies nothing short of the actual res- 
urrection of the physical body of our 
Saviour. A so-called spiritual resurrec- 
tion is a denial of the truth revealed in 
Scripture. If Christ be not risen, our 
hope is vain, we are yet in our sins (1 
Cor. 15:17). But thanks be unto God, 
he has indeed been raised from the dead 
and become the first fruits of them that 
slept. 
A Lesson Outline 
EVENTS OF THE First EASTER 

The Resurrection of Christ 

A great earthquake (Matt. 28:2) 

Graves opened and Old Testament 
saints appeared (Matt. 27:52, 53) 

An angel rolled away the stone (Matt. 
28: 2) 

The two Marys met by an angel (Matt. 
28: 5) 

Peter and John find the tomb empty 
(John 20: 3-8) 

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene 
(John 20:11-17) 

A private interview with Simon Peter 
(Luke 24:34) 

Jesus meets a company of women and 
reveals himself to them (Matt. 28:9) 

He appeared to two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-31) 

He appeared in the midst of his dis- 
ciples (Luke 24:36; John 20:19) 

(Note.—There are differences of judg- 
ment as to the exact order of some of 
these events.) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It is worthy of note that so long as our 
blessed Lord was taking the sinner’s 
place in his vicarious offering of him- 
self unto God, his enemies were per- 
mitted to heap upon him every kind of 
shameful indignity. But from the mo- 
ment that the blood and water — which 
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were, with the Holy Spirit, the witnesses 
to accomplished redemption (1 John 5: 
6, 8), flowed from his wounded side, — 
God seemed to say, as it were, “Hands 
off.” From that instant no unclean hand 
touched the body of his holy Son. Lov- 
ing friends took it down from the cross, 
washed and wrapped it in the linen 
clothes, and laid it in the bed of spices 
sent by Nicodemus (John 19:40), in the 
new tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. It 
was the burial of a King (see 2 Chron. 
16:13, 14). 


The witnesses to the resurrection, as 
given in the Gospels and in 1 Corinthians 
15, were many and varied. There was 
no possibility that so many people were 
deceived or suffered from hallucinations. 
Moreover, the change that came over 
the apostles and the new spirit of bold- 
ness infused into the members of the 
early church all bore witness to the cer- 
tainty of the disciples that their Lord 
had overcome the power of death. It 
has been well said by Bushnell, that the 
resurrection of Christ is the best-attested 
fact of ancient history. 


Applications and Summaries 


Joseph of Arimathea had been a secret 
disciple, but he proved loyal and brave 
when the test came. If we have accepted 
God’s testimony concerning his Son, are 
we faithful in bearing witness to his 
saving power? 


One translation of Isaiah 53:9 reads, 
“His grave was appointed with the 
wicked, but with the rich man was his 
tomb.” That is, his enemies would have 
treated his body like that. of a common 
felon, but God saw to it that he was 
buried in Joseph’s new tomb. 


It seems pitiable that the disciples of 
Jesus failed to recall the promise of 
their Master that he would rise on the 
third day, when his enemies remem- 
bered it so well. 


The resurrection took place as the new 
day was beginning, but the earthquake 
and the rolling away of the stone fol- 
lowed later as testimonies to the omnip- 
otent power of God. 


Notice that Romans 10:9 begins with 
an IF —which suggests uncertainty. It 
ends with SAVED, which is a glorious 
assurance. Between these there are 
three SHALTS, which show us how we 
may pass from uncertainty to assurance. 
Have we rested upon God’s Word, which 
alone can give the knowledge of salva- 
tion? 

Apart from his resurrection there 
could be no knowledge of redemption, 
for if Jesus had not come back from 
the dead, his word would be falsified; 
as a prophet and teacher he would be 
discredited and there would be no pos- 
sibility of knowing whether God had 
accepted his work, or whether his death 
was simply that of a martyr to his prin- 
ciples. 

CxHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT prophecy of the Old Testament 
was fulfilled when Joseph provided a 
sepulcher for the body of Jesus? 


2. What was it that led the two Marys to 
linger near the tomb when all hope seemed 
gone? 


3. What request did the chief priests and 
Pharisees make of Pilate? 


4. What reason did they give for this? 
5. How did Pilate answer them? 


6. What great natural upheaval accom- 
panied the resurrection of Jesus? 


7. Why did the angel roll back the stone? 


8. How did the sight of this supernatural 
being affect the guard, and the women? 


9. What reassured the latter? 


10. What was the silent but cogent wit- 
ness to the resurrection of the Lord? 


Answers to the Questions 


The .answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 204 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word ‘Print.’ 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

When Death Must Yield.—He is not 
here (Matt. 28:6). A radio preacher, 
speaking recently of God’s resurrection 
power, spoke this word of comfort: “You 
may be taken to the Potter’s Field. But 
never fear; if you are a saint of God, 
the trumpet will locate you.” . And it 
will not be a long, difficult hunt for God, 
for “in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump: for the trum- 
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we [who are 
living when the Lord comes] shall be 
changed.” ‘Thank God for the locating 
trumpet! Better still, thank God for 
the Lord who seeks and saves, that which 
is lost, even the dead bodies of those 
whose souls have been with him.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


Lasting Longer than the Cross.—He is 
not here: for he is risen, as he said (v. 
6a). In walking through the Continental 
section of our great picture galleries 
how rarely do we see a picture of the 
risen, radiant Son of God. On one occa- 
sion Michelangelo turned upon his fel- 
low artists in a spirit of great indignation 
and said: “Why do you keep filling 
gallery after gallery with endless pic- 
tures of the one ever-reiterated theme, 
of Christ in weakness, Christ upon the 
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cross, Christ dying, most of all Christ 
hanging dead? Why do you concentrate 
upon that passing episode, as if that were 
the last word and the final scene, as if 
the curtain dropped upon that hour of 
disaster and defeat? At worst, that only 
lasted a few hours. But to the end of 
unending eternity, Christ is alive: Christ 
rules and reigns and triumphs.” Ro- 
manists and Anglo-Catholics need a 
similar rebuke in our own day. In re- 
vealing himself to John on the Isle of 
Patmos, our glorified and exalted Lord 
said: “Fear not; I am the first and the 
last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Triumphant Funeral.—Now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. (Golden 
Text). London had never witnessed 
such a funeral service as was held for 
Dr. F. B. Meyer in Christ Church Cathe- 
dral. There was never a note of defeat, 
no hint of tragedy, no suggestion of re- 
gret, but there were radiant Scripture 
passages and glorious Easter hymns. At 


March 9, 1940 


the conclusion of the service, the vast 
congregation rose as the organist began 
to play. They stood with bowed heads 
waiting for the throbbing dirge of the 
Dead March, but instead the organist 
swung into the triumphal notes of’ the 
Halleluiah Chorus.. And why should. it 
be otherwise, when a great servant of 
Christ was standing at attention before 
his King? That is the faith which is 
ours today! We worship, not a dead 
Jesus, but. a living Christ, “who hath 
abelished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the 
gospel.”"—From the Presbyterian. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Her Good Reason.—Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept (Golden Text). 
A woman lay dying. A minister sat. be- 
side her and tried to break the news 
as gently as he could. He said, “They 
think. your time is short.” “Yes,” she 
said, “I know it.” He said, “Have you 
made peace with God?” “No,” she re- 
plied, “I haven’t made my peace with 
God.” “Then are you not afraid to die?” 
“No,” she said. “Do you realize that in 
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“JE your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins. 
Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.” 1 Cor, 15:17,18 
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Lesson for March 24 


a few hours you must meet God?” “Yes.” 
“And you have not made your peace 
with God?” “No, and I am not going 
to.” There was a strange light of per- 
fect peace in the woman’s eyes, and the 
minister realized there was something 
back of it all. He said, “What do you 
mean?” She said, “Listen! I know I 
am dying, yet I have no fear’of meeting 
God. I am resting in the peace which 
Jesus Christ made in his atoning death 
upon the cross, and I don’t have to make 
my peace with God, for I am resting in 
the peace which Jesus Christ has already 
made.”—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Roland Cortellesi, Mingo Junction, 
Ohio. 


Beyond Old Age.—Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept (Golden Text). 
Mrs. Eliza Kirk of London, England, re- 
cently attained the ripe age of 101. She 
celebrated the anniversary by removing 
all mirrors from her home. The reason 
given for her strange action was: “I 
like to think of myself as I was, not 
as I am.” The believer can do some- 
thing vastly superior to removing mir- 
rors. Without attempting to ignore or 
forget his present appearance, he can 
place the telescope of prophecy to his 
eye of faith and see himself as he is 
going to be (1 John 3:2).—From Now. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


“Only a Worm.”—Now is Christ risen 
from the dead (Golden Text). Young 
Mr. Pupa had been crawling around for 
some time enjoying himself in the sun- 
shine, and eating just about everything 
in sight and sometimes not in sight. He 
was not very old, but he was grown. 
It may help to understand why Mr. Pupa 
crawled if we remember that he was 
only a worm. The little girls, who 
thought he was “horrid,” called him a 
“nasty old caterpillar.” One day he lost 
all interest in everything. He prepared 
for death. He made his own winding 
sheet, and wrapped himself in it. His 
friends mourned his loss, and thought 
that he was dead. So he was. Mr. Pupa 
would never be a caterpillar again. The 
caterpillar was dead. But Mr. Pupa was 
not. He was only asleep. One day, as 
the warm rays of the sun kept shining 
on the little sleeping-place of Mr. Pupa, 
the insect world noticed a moving and 
an opening of the little casket in which 
Mr. Pupa was asleep. Soon something 
came slipping out, leaving the old shell. 
What is it? A beautiful, bright-winged 
butterfly, he pauses for a little while, and 
looks around at the beautiful world into 
which he has come. Then he mounts 
up on his own wings far above the 
dusty ways in which he used to go when 
he was a caterpillar. Instead of crawl- 
ing in the dirt he flits from flower to 
flower; he goes high into the pure air, 
over the green meadows and flowing 
streams. He is the same Mr. Pupa, but 
in a different form. Millions of our 
friends of the insect world have just 
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that experience. Why then should it be 
thought a thing impossible that Christ 
should rise from the dead? If he can 
change a crawling caterpillar into a 
beautiful butterfly, he can also change 
these mortal bodies of ours into the im- 
mortal and glorious bodies like unto his 
own.—From the Rev. W. B. Spilman, 
D.D., in “Cameos,” by H. Wigle: Sent 
by J. B. Lobb, Clinton, Ont. Prize illus- 
tration. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we have not been left in doubt concerning 
our living Lord. His triumph over death is 
plainly set forth in thy Word, and we rejoice 
that he lives forevermore. As we study this 
lesson today may we realize that because he 
rose from the dead we, too, who believe in 
him are given life eternal. We are set about 
in this earth-life with many strange occur- 
rences, with sorrows, and with the love that 
thou dost give to meet the difficulties of life. 
We thank thee that the Lord Jesus was not 
to remain in the tomb, but rose again. May 
we realize the meaning of all this in the con- 
ferring of life in him through faith. May we 
not live as those who have no hope, but en- 
able us to have the resurrection life through 
faith, As we stand beside the grave of a 
loved one, may it not be in hopelessness, and 
though the sadness of bereavement is with us, 
may we look beyond to the reunion that is in 
store, and to the hope that fadeth not away. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—We are so used to 
thinking of the triumph of the Lord 
Jesus over death that we often forget 
that we who believe in him share in 
that triumph, whether we die before he 
comes, or are called away to meet him 
in the air. It is his triumph in which 
we share, not of ourselves, but because 
of him. When Henry Clay Trumbull’s 
Home-call had come, his little grandson 
and namesake was taken into his grand- 
father’s room, in order that he might 
have a look at that dear face. As he 
looked upon that quiet form, he turned 
to his mother and _ said: “‘Is_ this 
Heaven?” In the great mystery of life 
and death the little fellow knew that 
his grandfather had gone to Heaven, and 
it is not strange that it seemed to the 
boy at the moment that he was standing 
in the presence of the redeemed. It is 
not only that we have studied today 
about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
but those who have accepted him in 
faith will rise again in the completion 
of that. same faith. Are you of that 
company? Do you have the glad assur- 
ance of the life to come? Let us hope 
that we shall all humble ourselves today 
in glad thankfulness that our hope is 
not vain. Let us pray. 





BECAUSE JESUS IVES 
WE TOO SHALL IVE 


ACCEPT HIM! 
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The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


In the “Graveyard.”—So they went, 
and made the sepulchre sure, sealing 
the stone, and setting a watch (Matt. 
27:66). The most moving of all Poe’s 
poems to me is his beautiful “Annabel 
Lee.” This was the poetic name he gave 
to his beloved wife who died slowly of 
the dread tuberculosis. No sorrowing 
husband ever paid a more lovely tribute 
to a wife. Listen to verse three: 
And this was the reason that, long ago, 
In this kingdom by the sea, 

A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling 
My beautiful Annabel Lee; 

So that her highborn kinsmen came 
And bore her away from me, 

To shut her up in a sepulchre 
In this kingdom by the sea. 

Note, “Her highborn kinsmen came.” 
I do not know why it is, but I always 
find myself quoting “Annabel Lee” whén 
we have the “Christ in the Tomb” les- 
son. I will recite or read it to the Iron 
Rosers. It is full of music and love. 

Jesus was not only put in the Arima- 
thea sepulcher, but, like Annabel Lee, 
was “shut up,” if not by “the sounding 
sea,” by the side of a strong Roman 
guard (watch). 

The tomb was “sealed.” A government 
seal, in case you do not know, holds a 
door tighter than a lock. Break one of 
Uncle Sam’s seals or John Bull’s seals, 
and into prison you go. To break @ 
Roman seal was to sign a death warrant. 

So with a sealed tomb and a Roman 
guard there could be no possible ques- 
tion that Jesus was sure enough in his 
grave. Death sat out there with those 
Roman soldiers as certainly as death lay 
on the inside behind the great stone door. 
(Job 14:13; Luke 20:37, 38.) 

When you visit New York City, if 
possible, and opportunity offers, go out 
and see the Great Cemetery of that city. 
You will behold the greatest exhibition 
of wealth and graveyard ostentation in 
the U. S. A. “Money and Show have 
thrown theniselves,” as one fellow said. 
There are a multitude of great marble 
and granite mausoleums that cost hun- 
dreds of thousands, to hold the bodies 
of the city’s rich families. One of the 
more modest structures cost $250,000, I 
was told. I said, “That sum would have 
endowed 50 hospital beds.” “Yes, but 
the public does not drive through hos- 
pital wards.” Joseph’s mausoleum was 
just a cave, but it could not hold the 
Son of God, and no costly and ornate 
structure holds one of the true followers 
of Jesus. The Christian sleeps in a 
modest God’s acre, but his word and in- 
fluence escape the tomb and work on. 


Gone !—He is not here (28:6). In Fair- 
view Cemetery here on the hill above 
the Great Chester Valley is the modest 
Ridgway lot. There is a large block of 
granite on which is the one word RIDG- 
WAY. Around the edges of the lot are 
little markers with the name of the 
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Ridgway who has gone, and just the two 
dates. 

I have lived in Coatesville many years 
and have been much in evidence through 
Sunday school and Y. M. C. A. activ- 
ities. I expect so to continue until the 
Lord rings the quitting bell. Conse- 
quently lots of the young folks know me. 

Fairview is a beautiful cemetery, 
growing more lovely and interesting 
every year as the “inhabitants” come up 
to “sleep.” Crowds visit the place on 
“Decoration Day” (Memorial Day). 
These present-day young folks will be- 
come adults. One and another will come 
to the Ridgway lot, and pointing to my 
little marker will say, “My old Sunday 
school teacher and superintendent lies 
here.” I wonder if the sweet south wind 
that breathes over the hill may not whis- 
per to my old Sunday school scholar, 
“He is not here!” Paul says, “Absent 
from the body, . .. present with the 
Lord” (Psa, 49:15; 2 Cor. 5:8). 

Some months ago when I was writing 
about true and false slogans I told Fred 
Ramsey’s story. A cemetery. directorate 
were looking for a suitable motto to 
put upon a new gate. Quite a number 
were suggested. “God’s Acres.” “The 
Last Home.” “Requiescat in Pace” (Rest 
in Peace). “Stoke Pogis,” “In Memo- 
riam.” Then someone suggested, “Here 
to Stay.” This was adopted. And that 
happens to be the popular idea.. Yet 
there is scarcely a funeral but the min- 
ister by the open grave does not recite 
the Lord Jesus’ own words, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25). 

At a funeral awhile ago the officiating 
minister, instead of saying, “Dust to dust 
and ashes to ashes,” as clods were drop- 
ped into the grave handed in not dead 
clay but live flowers with beauty and 
fragrance. First a carnation, second a 
lily, third a rose, a prophecy of the exit 
from the grave into a sweet life of 
beauty and joy. And all because the 
angel could say, “He is not here.” 


Two Great Mysteries.—Go quickly, and 
tell his disciples (v. 7), .I-like Mark’s 
account because in that Gospel, Mark 
is told to put down all the angel of the 
Lord said. To Peter the-big thrill in 
the message was “—and Peter” (Mark 
16:7). 

This is the “pearl of great.price” in 
the resurrection lesson for me—and I 
have no doubt a “gem-of purest ray 
serene” for thousands of other folks who 
have stubbed their toes. and made a 
tumble. 

On Easter Sundays as I sit in church 
and the choir is singing the Easter an- 
them, I sit in my pew and sing in my 
heart my own anthem: 

“And Peter,” “And Peter”; 

To despairing sinner, what words 

could be sweeter 

Than the Master’s fond message, 

“And Peter,” “And Peter’? 


The impulsive Peter, very naturally 
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supposed his inexcusable disaster that 
night out by the fire put him forever 
out of the running and into the scrap 
pile (Mark 14:66-72): 

Up to the advent of Jesus there was 

o “shop” where a bad break in the hu- 
man stuff could be repaired. Cain and 
Esau could tell you all about it (Gen. 
4:13; Heb. 12:17). 

The Christian religion is the “carbide” 
with the development of which came the 
process that mends the worst fractures, 
defects, and smashups of our poor hu- 
man nature. If you do not just get this 
metaphor, engineers, automobile me- 
chanics, and metal workers will likely 
say, “Good illustration.” 

By the invention of the oxyacetylene 
torch, valuable machinery that has been 
hopelessly wrecked is repaired by weld- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for March 24 













ing and melting so that it is “as good 
as new,” and in many cases “better than 
new.” Here in Coatesville the Lukens 
Steel Company are building wonderful 
structures with this “carbide.” They get 
it in a steel bottle. 

But here is the point of this para- 
graph. The blood of the Lord Jesus is 
the “carbide” with which broken dis- 
ciples and wrecked “Peters” are made 
“better than new.” And note this, the 
saving of the machine and the saving 
of the human are both mysterious pro- 
cesses. 

P. S. The Lukens Steel Company 
have no notion of abandoning the prom- 
ising Lukensweld part of their great 
business just because the chemical re- 
action is mysterious! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Life abundant. 

Discussion: John 12:24-26. Think of the 
spiritual significance of these statements 
of Jesus Christ. 


Objective: To discover for oneself the 
real “power of his resurrection.” 











AY, fellows, that the Lord Jesus rose 

in the body of his flesh from the 
dead is not only one of the best proved 
facts of the history of his time upon 
earth, but it is the most glorious fact 
of all time for you and me. It puts a 
new meaning into life—not only eter- 
nal life, but this life that you and I have 
to live in the flesh. 

There never can be an Easter service 
beautiful enough to overstate the fact 
of the resurrection and its tremendous 
meaning to redeemed sinners; the 
strains of the great organ cannot be 
majestic enough, nor the perfectly 
blended voices of the choir in the grand 
anthems, nor the exquisitely rendered 
solo, “Open the Gates of the Temple”; 
neither the throngs of worshipers, nor 
the profusion and fragrance of costly 
floral decorations, lilies and palms — in- 
spiring as all these may be they are not 
adequate to express the marvelous and 
indescribable thing that the resurrection 
of our Lord made possible to you and me. 
It was so tremendous a thing that the 


Son of God had to die on the cross in: 


order to make it possible. 

A great servant of God says, “When 
our Lord rose from the dead he rose 
to an absolutely new life, to a life he 
did not live before he was incarnate. 
He rose to a life that had never been 
before; and his resurrection means for 
us that we are raised to his risen life, 
not to our old life.” This, he says, 
grants to Jesus the right to give his 
own resurrection life to any believer. 
Paul wrote, “That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 
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3:10). It is the power of life over death, 
the power of resurrection life and joy, 
over the .sin-death. 

Can you think that through seriously, 
fellows? It is tremendously important 
that you do think of it. Take a moment 
just now, won’t you, and think. Not 
as I tell you, but ask the Holy Spirit 
to guide you in your thinking and you 
may depend upon it he will flood your 
mind with a new light on the resurrec- 
tion, and he will cause you to rejoice in 
it in a new way. There is one very 
clear fact .you should keep in mind: 
Jesus had to die in order to have the 
new resurrection life and exercise its 
peculiar and glorious power. His body 
had to die. And so do you, in a very 
real sense, have to die in your body, 
though you will still be walking around 
among your friends, eating, drinking, 
studying, playing, working in the same 
surroundings as before. You die with 
Christ and you rise with him. That is a 
large part of what Paul meant when he 
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told the Galatians, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2: 
20). 
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So, fellows, as you sit in the beautiful 
Easter service on Easter morning, just 
consider that you are really attending 
your own funeral. Don’t let the thought 
startle you, for it is a grand funeral. 
You have deliberately let everything in 
your body die that is inconsistent with 
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a true Christian life: all those wrong 
things, those old habits, and that par- 
ticular sin—the one “which doth so 
easily beset” you—all these you have 
laid at the foot of the cross to die with 
Jesus; and now you are rising with him 
into the new life —the resurrection life 
—the new life he imparts with his own 
resurrection power. 

-If you have not done it, will you let 
that old life die now, fellows? You can, 
if you will. It rests with you —this mo- 
ment. Will you? Jesus has done his 
part and he is ready to complete the 
transaction in. you if you will do busi- 
ness with him. All is now depending 
upon how you are willing to face the 
facts as you see them clearly in your 
own life —and act. On this resurrection 
morning Jesus Christ stands, his hand 
extended to you, holding out to you the 
new life of power and of victory. Will 
you turn upon those things in your old 
life and say, “Die!” Then you can re- 
ceive from Jesus Christ that which he 
has purchased for you—the new life. 
Or will you turn away from that ex- 
tended hand and go back to the old life 
of defeat? 

Fellows, let’s attend our own funeral 
today, and step up on the new level! 
What do you say? 

SaRASOTA, FLA. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 200) 
1. Isaiah 53:9, which foretold that he 
would lie with the rich in his death. 


2. Though their faith was shattered, they 
still loved him who they had hoped was to 
be Israel’s Messiah. 


3. That he would set a guard to assure 
that the tomb should not be tampered with. 


4. They recalled his promise to rise again 
in three days and they professed to fear 
that his disciples would steal the body. 


5. He bade them make it as sure as they 
could and appointed the guard as requested. 

6. An earthquake. 

7. To reveal the emptiness of the tomb. 


8. The former fell down as dead in their 
fear. The latter were afraid, but remained 
at the tomb. 


9, He bade them fear not and declared 
Jesus was alive again. 


10. The empty sepulcher and the grave 
clothes that were left behind. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use twigs with the leaf buds showing, 
a lily bulb, and a lily in bloom, hyacinths, 
or any of the many things which illus- 
trate life from the dead. In various cli- 
mates, you will of necessity use different 
things. 


AST week we heard how the Lord 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins. 
He .was buried in a new tomb that be- 
longed to Joseph of Arimathea. Such 
tombs were graves cut out of the side 
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of a rocky hill, something like a cave, 
or sometimes made of stone. People 
often had a tomb made ready while 
they lived, just as people today buy a 
lot in a cemetery. This was Joseph’s 
own new tomb. Joseph went to Pilate 
and begged the body of the Lord, and 
he and Nicodemus (you remember the 
ruler who came to Jesus by night, and 
Jesus told him he must be born again) 
wrapped the body in a clean white cloth 
with the spices that Nicodemus brought, 
—and so they put the body in Joseph’s 
new tomb. 

It was a sad thing for them and the 
others who were disciples, for they 
thought that Jesus was dead and every- 
thing was over, and that he had failed. 
They had forgotten that he had said he 
would rise again after three days. So 
on the first day of the week the women 
came very early in the morning with 
spices to anoint the body and see that 
it was properly buried, for burial had 
been hurried because of the Sabbath 
Day. As the women walked along, they 
were wondering how they would get the 
great stone rolled away from the door 
of the tomb. But when they came to 
the tomb, the stone was rolled away 
and an angel sat upon it, and said to 
them, “Fear not ye: for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is 
not here: for he is risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 

Can you imagine how excited the 
women were? They ran and told the 
disciples, and they ran to the tomb. 
Yes, it was true; the tomb was empty. 
Some of them saw one angel; Mary 
Magdalene saw two angels; no wonder 
the Gospels tell us how the excited 
women and disciples ran back and forth 
telling each other that Christ was risen. 
Then some of them saw him that day: 
Mary Magdalene saw him in the garden 
by the tomb, and some of the disciples 
saw him, and later he appeared unto 
many people who had believed on him. 

Why do we care about the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ? Because it means that 
we, too, if we are his, shall rise from 
the dead. If Jesus had not risen, there 
would be no promise of our resurrec- 
tion, but when he overcame death for 
himself, it was-for us also. 

As we look around us, we see prom- 
ises of resurrection everywhere. We 
have same twigs here today that looked 
all dry and dead a few days ago, but 
now the leaf buds are beginning to 
swell, and in a ew days the leaves will 
be out again, and we shall all know 
the tree is alive again. 

We plant lily bulbs—dry, brown, 
dead looking things—and after awhile 
a green stalk comes up, and then beau- 
tiful snowy white blossoms with a per- 
fume that fills the air. I like to think 
our earthly bodies are like the brown 
bulbs —not very beautiful, sick some- 
times — but some day we shall have a 
glorious resurrection body which is per- 
fect, and beautiful as the lily bloom, 
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because we shall be like him, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

But only those who believe on him 
will ever have resurrection bodies of 
glory. The unbelievers are going to be 
cast into hell forever, away from the 
presence of God. Only believers will 
have a glorious body when Jesus comes. 

Won’t you believe in him today, if 
you never have believed, so that you 
may have a part in that first resurrec- 
tion, and have a glorious body, perfect 
and sinless? 

Mopesto, CALir. 

vg 


\ My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present the facts: “Christ 
liveth,” and “Christ liveth in me.” 


Activity.—As a class or as individual 
projects, carry an Easter service to 
shut-ins. Refer to Lesson One of this 
quarter for the Heart Poster. 


Memory Verse.—‘“Jesus said unto her, I 
am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die” 
(John 11:25, 26). 











ROPAGANDA! It is prominent to- 

day, but it is not new. Four thou- 
sand years ago vain Egyptian priests 
used propaganda to make worshipers 
believe in themselves and the Pharaohs 
as infallible and godlike beings. So in- 
sidious was this teaching that modern 
secular research groups claim that they 
are having difficulty in segregating the 
false from the true. No one in history 
except Moses, under God’s leadership, 
ever arose to object (Heb. 11:27). 

In A. D. 30, though, the chief priests 
of the Jews, and the Pharisees, aware 
of the evils of propaganda, approached 
Roman Governor Pilate ‘to forewarn him 
against the danger of probable propa- 
ganda trouble. A public enemy who 
had intimated that he was “Son of God” 
(Matt. 26:63, 64), and “King of the Jews” 
(Matt. 27:11), had been crucified and 
entombed, and these men feared that 
his intimate friends might steal the body 
from the tomb and prociaim to a gul- 
lible populace that their Master had 
arisen. Such a report, they were sure, 
would ruin their prestige. 

However, these Jewish leaders had 
failed to consider God. They did not 
know that their suspicion -concerning 
the possible stealing of a spirit-less body 
was groundless. They were not aware 
that a body, Spirit-filled and immortal, 
would come forth from Joseph’s sealed 
and guarded tomb; for forty days hold 
communion with mortal men; and con- 
tinue, through the Holy Spirit, to live 
in yielded hearts of individuals. 

Yet here was a glorious fact. Christ 
has always caused mankind to marvel 
(Exod. 3:2, 3; Matt. 2:11; Mark 2:12; 
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Psa. 98:1), and in the story for today 
the greatest marvel] of al] the ages took 
place. Christ overcame the outcome of 
the inevitable grave! 

During the days of Tabernacle and 
Temple worship animals sacrificed for 
human sin remained dead, while the 
Saviour, who willingly presented him- 
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self at Calvary, still lives. Throughout 
a wondering world the good news 
spread. It vitalized the messages of 
Stephen (Acts 7:55), Peter (Acts 2:36), 
John (Rev. 1:18), Paul (1 Cor. 15:20), 
and it has continued to enrich the lives 
and messages of multitudes until the 
primary theme of our faith has become 
“Christ liveth.” 

God needs no “propaganda agents.” 
He needs, instead; consecrated, Christ- 
controlled witnesses to his Truth. 

Shall we contemplate the story of the 
first Easter? Three women with sorrow- 
ing hearts sought a dead Jesus in a sealed 
and guarded tomb, totally unaware that 
God had been at work. “Behold, there 
was a great earthquake [a God-con- 
trolled phenomenon], the angel of the 
Lord . . . rolled back the stone from 
the door, and sat upon it” (a God-sent 
being performing the Heavenly Father’s 
will), and eternal life became manifested 
in the One who was Son of God, yet 
Son of man. 

And now Christ “ever liveth to make 
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intercession” for us in order that we 
might live more abundantly (John 10: 
10; Heb. 7:25). 

If you are alive, you are not dead! 
Obvious? Yes, of course, yet how fre- 
quently we act as though we were not 
vitally alive. “Because I live, ye shall 
live” (John 14:19). “He that beliveth 
inme... shall... live...and... 
shall never die.” (See Memory Verse.) 

That is the kind of life we should 
be living today,—not a dead life, but 
a resurrection life. “Old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new” (2 Cor. 5:17). (Let the girls 
apply Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13; Heb. 
6:1; 9:14.) 

What is the resurrection life? How 
can our spirits be changed to conform 
to God’s plan for us? 

It is the purpose of our American gov- 
ernment to provide “life,.liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness” for every citi- 
zen. For Heaven’s citizens Christ pro- 
vides Life: eternal life; Liberty: free- 
dom from the hurt of sin; Pursuit of 
Happiness: joy through contact with 
him. (The girls may enlarge on each 
point.) 

RESURRECTION LIFE 


The memory and influence of a per- 
son lingers long after that one has gone. 
A friend whose husband had gone to be 
with Christ recently wrote: “Time 
passes so quickly that it won't be long _ 
until we are all over there. My great- 
est wish is that I may be useful here 
until that time comes.” This is the 
program of the resurrection life. 

Another friend whose husband re- 
cently passed away said that each day 
she rejoiced to know that she was one 
day nearer to the day when she would 
see him! again. Life beyond the grave 
has a new meaning for her because a 
loved ‘one is there. This is the goal of 
the resurrection life (2 Tim. 4:17, 18). 

“All that I am and all that I hope to 
be throughout eternity I owe to the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” testified a Christian young 
man. This knowledge is the foundation 
of the resurrection life. 

Today let us add a green heart to our 
poster because green is the color of 
growth, emblematic of springtime, new 
birth, and of a rejoicing earth and hu- 
man kind. Surely a rejoicing heart is 
the heart of a girl who lives the resur- 
rection life. The women on their way 
to the tomb did not know that they 
would soon find a living Redeemer. We 
do know this. “Let the heart of them 
rejoice that seek the Lord” (Psa. 105: 
3b). Seek him (1) daily (Prov. 8:30), 
(2) consciously (Job 19:25), (3) trust- 
fully (1 Tim. 4:10). 

“CHRIST LIVETH” 
“CHRIST LIVETH IN ME” 

Next week we shall follow more 
closely the program of the resurrection 
life. Consider how you would demon- 
strate Matthew 28: 18-20. 

ALPauGH, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 31. How the Bible Influences the World. 
John 5:39-47; 2 Tim. 3:14-17. 





Sunday, March 24 


‘Easter: Love Invincible 
(Luke 24:46, 47; Matt. 28:1-10) 





Mon.—Love on the cross (Luke 23:39-43). 
Tues.—The victory of love (1 Cor. 15:53- 


57). 

Wed.—The depth of God’s love (Rom. 5: 
6-9). 

Thurs.—Human evidence of love (1 John 
4:7-12). 


Fri.—The exalted Name (Phil. 2:5-11). 
Sat.—Christ’s love in action (Matt. 15: 
29-32). 











RUTHLESS conqueror had taken a 

city and had announced his inten- 
tion of burning it. The surviving sol- 
diers of the garrison that had loyally 
defended the city were thrust into 
prison, where they lay expecting a hor- 
rible death. 

But their king, whom they believed 
dead, had escaped the conqueror’s 
clutches, and, one day, when the de- 
spair of the prisoners had well-nigh 
overwhelmed them, they heard the 
sounds of a fierce conflict. A silence 
followed. Then came the sound of 
marching, and finally the prisoners heard 
the townsfolk shouting, “God save the 
king !” 

You can imagine their joy. Their 
king lived and he was entering the city 
in triumph. Because their king lived 
they knew that they, too, would live. 

pd 

To the believer, the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus is a guarantee that he, 
too, will live again. Because of man’s 
sin, the penalty of death came upon 
all. But the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus is the believer’s earnest, or proof, 
that the penalty which the Lord Jesus 
paid on the cross for man’s sin was 
enough and was acceptable in God’s 
sight. It is our canceled bill of indict- 
ment, our visible evidence that the price 
has been paid, and that there is no 
longer any condemnation resting upon 
us because we have accepted what the 
Lord Jesus has done for us. “For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22). 

bd 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
guarantees to the believer something 
infinitely more than persistence of per- 
sonality. In the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus, the Lord Jesus told 
us plainly that the rich man in hell was 
a conscious personality. He realized his 
own condition; he recognized the beggar 
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who had formerly lain at his gate; he 
felt suffering and pain; he remembered 
the members of his family who were 
still living on earth. In all of this, he 
demonstrated a continuance of person- 
ality, yet he was by no means enjoying 
that which is promised to those who 
are “in Christ,” and are resurrected from 
the dead. 


God’s Word also tells us that, one 
thousand years after believers are res- 
urrected, the wicked will also be raised 
and will stand in their bodies before 
the Great White Throne for judgment. 
But the resurrection of the wicked is a 
resurrection unto damnation, for they 
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A Baby Leper Makes A 
Heart Appeal I 





A MOTHER’S CARE IN A LEPER COLONY COSTS ONLY $40 
A BABY CAN HAVE COMPLETE CARE FOR ONLY . . 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS ING. 
156 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 


AIDS LEPER WORK OF ALL DENOMINATIONS 


"THIS tiny 9 months old baby 
girl is the youngest leper ever 
to enter the Soonchun Leper Col- 
ony. Her anxious mother, who 
also has leprosy, has travelled 
many weary miles so that she 
and her baby might receive the 
loving care and treatment found 
within the gates of this Christian 
Mission. 
UT others are not so fortunate 
as this mother and her baby. 
Hundreds of sick and lonely out- 
casts, without food and shelter 
stand outside the Mission com- . 
unds, pleading to be admitted... “| 
ew can be taken in because there 
is no room for them, 
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will be cast into the lake of fire, eter- 
nally to be separated from God and to 
suffer loss. The resurrection won for 
us by the Lord Jesus promises not only 
conscious existence, but freedom from 
suffering and pain and sorrow, eternal 
fellowship with him and with the Father, 
and release not only from the power of 
sin (which is one of the resurrection 
privileges we have here and now), but 
freedom ‘from the very presence of sin. 


Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer reminds us 
that there are seven reasons mentioned 
in God’s' Word for the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. It will be profitable 
to think about them in your young peo- 
ple’s meeting on Easter evening. You 
may assign these seven reasons to seven 
members of your group and have each 
one read*the Scripture indicated and 
give a brief word about it. Here are 
the seven: reasons: 

1. He arose because of what he is, — 
being the eternal Son, it is not possible 
for him to be holden of death (Acts 
2:24). 

2. He arose because of who he is, — 
being the son of David, he must yet sit 
upon David’s throne (2 Sam. 7:16; Luke 
1:31-33; Acts 2:25-31; Rom. 1:3, 4). 

3. He atose to be head over all things 
to the Church which is his body (Eph. 
1:22, 23). 

4. He arose to be the giver of resur- 
rection life (John 12:24). 

5. He arose to impart his resurrection 
power (Matt. 28:18; Rom. 6:4; Eph. 1: 
19, 20). 

6. He arose that sinners might be jus- 
tified (Rom. 4:25). 

7. He arose that he might appear in 
Heaven as the pattern, or “firstfruits” 
of all who being saved and conformed 
to him, will yet appear with him into 
glory (1 Cor. 15:20-23; Phil. 3:20, 21). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Great Easter Sunrise Service 
in Chicago 
(Continued from page 196) 


marked the date of their conversion. In 
fact, so many of these followed last 
year’s meeting that two months after 
Easter ‘a convert’s meeting was an- 
nounced and thirty persons turned up 
to tell how they had been saved at the 
Sunrise Service. One whole family, in- 
cluding mother, father, and several chil- 
dren, reported their acceptance of Christ 
at that’ time. Others reported that they 
had attended the meeting out of curi- 
osity, Bad come under conviction, and as 
a result had accepted Christ. 

This year those praying for the Sun- 
rise Service have asked the Lord for 
5,000 conversions. And because they be- 
lieve: he is a prayer-answering God, 
detailed plans have been made to give 
each, convert personal attention. To do 
this a committee has been organized, 


See 





March 9, 1940 


and during the week intervening be- 
tween the Sunrise Service and the con- 
verts’ meeting that has been set for the 
next Sunday, each person who hands in 
a coupon will be visited. These will 
be urged to attend the converts’ meet- 
ing and thus to strengthen their testi- 
mony. 

So today, high up in a Loop building 
in offices donated by the management for 
several months during the Easter sea- 
son, final plans are being made for this 
great meeting on the morning of March 
24. In afew more days the Eighth Annual 
Greater Chicago Easter Sunrise Service 
will be history—history, since the 
promises of God, whom the Committee 
seeks to glorify, are inviolable, — bound 
to be replete with conversions. And 
thus, in the midst of a season filled with 
the pagan pageantry of a world lost in 
sin, will be realized the sdle ambition 
of those sponsoring the Greater Chicago 
Easter Sunrise Service. 


CHICAGO. 





| Children at Home 





Calico 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Heigh-ho, heigh-ho, 
We're bound for Calico 

We've got sore feet, 

We're all dead-beat, 

Heigh-ho — Calico. 
HIS beautiful bit of free verse —he 
claimed that it was free because he 
didn’t get paid anything for it— was 
composed by the Naturalist after we had 
walked some five miles through the fens 
and bogs of the Barrens looking for 
the lost and forgotten village of Calico. 

Back in the early part of the eight- 
eenth century, the Barrens, which cover 
some five hundred square miles of 
southern New Jersey, were populated. 
Now they are almost deserted. Calico 
was a workingman’s town. Its inhabi- 
tants worked for the forge at Martha or 
in the paper mill at Harrissa, but the 
woods have long ago blotted out all 
three of those little towns. 

After we had walked through miles 
of marshes and woods filled with pitch 
pine, yellow pine, and the nine oaks of 
the Barrens — black, white, willow, post, 
Spanish, scrub, chestnut, dwarf chest- 
nut, and blackjack, we came to a some- 
what open space. To be sure there were 
trees and bushes scattered all over it, 
but it did not look like the woods 
through which we had passed, and 
among the pines we saw, gnarled and 
bent, an unmistakable apple tree. 

“Calico, Calico,” we bellowed, like 
Balboa discovering the Pacific or Archi- 
medes shouting “Eureka” from his tub. 
We found it.just in time, for the Botan- 
ist was beginning to give at the knees, 


— 














stn rT 


— See 








Lesson for March 24 


the Naturalist was limping, and even a 
tough old chap, whose name I will not 
mention, was ready for a rest. 

It was the Botanist who had brought 
us that long and weary way—all on 
account of a fern. Somewhere in that 
waste of thickets and trees, where once 
half a hundred houses stood, were a few 
deep wells from which the Calicocans 
a century and a half ago. used to draw 
their water. In the stone sides of those 
wells, so the Botanist claimed, grew one 
of the rarest ferns of the Barrens, a 
specimen of which he was eager to add 
to his collection. 

After resting awhile, we all scattered 
on a still hunt for wells. Finally, in 
the middle of a thicket, I came upen a 
suspicious-looking pile of logs. Pushing 
one aside, I found the opening of a well 
some forty feet deep. Its sides were 
lined with limnite, one of the three kinds 
of iron ore found in the Barrens. 

The Botanist lay flat and thrust himself 
far into that dark wellhead, while the 
rest of us sat on his legs to keep him 
from falling in. Fumbling around the 
damp stones, he gave at last a trium- 
phant grunt and came back into the 
upper air clinging to a long fern, with 
as many feet as a centipede. 

“Why it’s nothing but a polypody,” I 
said disgustedly when I saw it, “it grows 
on every rock up in Connecticut, where 
the best people come from.” 

“It may be common in Connecticut, 
but it’s a rare bird down here, all right,” 
returned the Botanist, opening his plant- 
press. 

Later on, while exploring the ruins 
of the great stone paper mill at Har- 
rissa, he left said press lying beside the 
big, bubbling spring where was washed 
the marsh grass pulp, from which wrap- 
ping paper was made back in 1780. 

It was the Naturalist ‘who discovered 
the press and, thoughtfully untying it, 
filled it full of a miscellaneous lot of 
leaves and twigs hurriedly picked up, 
the which made the Botanist squeal with 
rage when he opened it later on to see 
if all of his treasured plants were safe. 

The high light of the day, however, 
for I can’t allow much for that polypody, 
was a discovery made by the Naturalist. 
While the Botanist was picking late fall 
flowers and giving each one a long, Latin 
name, which no one could contradict, 
the Naturalist was turning over old 
stumps. 

Suddenly he gave a great cry. of joy 
and hurried toward us, holding in his 
hand a little snake with smooth, glossy 
scales, about six inches long, with a 
chestnut-brown back and a salmon-pink 
belly. 

“Carphophis Amoenis!— the 
snake,” he chanted ecstatically, 

, rarest snake in Eastern America.” 

It didn’t look very rare to me, but I 
must say that it was a very gentlemanly 
and well-behaved snake, and I finally 
agreed to deliver it to the Philadelphia 

Zoo the next day. It was so small that 


worm 
“the 
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I coiled it up in my pocketbook. Un- 
fortunately. I forgot that it was there, 
and later on in a bus when I opened my 
purse to pay my fare, Mr. Worm Snake 
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by the Zoo, and if you will.mention my 
name and give the Curator twenty-five 
cents you can see him there for yourself 
—though he isn’t much to look at. 





popped out, much to my embarrassment HAVERForRD, Pa. 
and the excitement of near-by passen- we 
gers. 

I may say in closing that Mr. Car- 
phophis was received with enthusiasm 
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Speaking of Bible Prophecy .. . 
and World Conditions Today 


The Sunday School Times is continuing its offer 
of this comprehensive and timely book 


Prophecy’s Light on Today 
by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull 
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age and that Christ’s Second Coming is very near. Dr. Lewis 
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[| With the New Books } 


How to Talk to People and Make an 
Impression. By Edwin Gordon Lawrence. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$2.): What Mr. Lawrence has to say has 
been said before with varying degrees 
of success. His contribution is perhaps 
a philosophy more admirable than some 
others. He would have a speaker offer 
his listener something he wants, some- 
thing he is glad to receive, rather than 
so badger him with such high pressure 
salesmanship that eventually he gives in 
—seldom more than temporarily —to 
the will of the speaker more to save 
argument than because he is satisfied 
with the speaker’s premise. The author 
also outlines steps to be taken to cul- 
tivate an effective speaking voice. A 
generous collection of ideal speeches, 
both classic and modern, add to the 
value of this study. 





The Gospel in the Hebrew Tabernacle, 
Priesthood, and Offerings. By H. S. Mil- 
ler, M.A. (The Word-Bearer Press, 
Houghton, N. Y., $1.25.) There is no 
part of God’s Word that illustrates more 
vividly the finished work of Christ than 
the Tabernacle, priesthood, and offerings 
of Exodus and Leviticus. The author 
of this volume has dug deeply into these 
exhaustless mines. One of the most 
striking things about his book is his 
familiarity with the whole Word of God. 
In his study of the types he gives nu- 
merous Scripture references for his con- 
clusions. He gives a vivid word picture 
of the way by which a sinner must come 
into the presence of God. It is easy to 
follow him as he tells the story in fact 
and symbol of sin, bondage, and deliv- 
erance. He insists that the Bible must 
be studied diligently to bring out these 

“facts. It is to be hoped that the readers 
of this valuable work will be led to 
study the Word more faithfully. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 18 to 24 


Mon.—Matthew 27:57-66. The Sepulchre Sealed. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They ... made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch.” Man’s conceit is as- 
tounding. Relying on government and 
Temple guards, the enemies of Christ 
imagined that they could keep the Sav- 
iour in the sepulcher. The “sealed” tomb 
no more hindered his resurrection than 
night prevents a beam of light from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL“TIMES: 


penetrating its darkness. Christ arose! 
Hopes of salvation were all confirmed by 
his victory over death. Glorious Sav- 
iour! Omnipotent Lord! Pray for the 
Hebron Mission (of China), 1200 State 
St., Santa. Barbara, Calif. 


Tues.—Matthew 28:1-10. Triumph Over Death. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “He is risen, as 
he said.” Christ is well called the “Faith- 
ful Witness.” He who taught that our 
“yea” should be “yea,” and our “nay,” 
“nay,” was himself faithful and true. 
He is “the truth” and “the light.” Our 
blessed Creator of the indestructible 
atom can raise the dead easier than a 
chemist ¢an recover metal dissolved in 
acid. “Should it be thought a thing in- 
credible with you, that God should raise 
the dead?” Pray for Immanuel Mission 
to Seamen, 1540 Lincoln St., Berkeley, 
Calif. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 15:1-11. 
The Resurrection Gospel. 
Prayer Succestions: “The gospel which 
I preached unto you.” Only the “resur- 
rection Gospel” saves. Pseudo-gospels 
presenting only a human “Christ” are 
many, but they have no saving power. 
The real: Christ who “died for our sins” 
and “rosé again’”—the Gospel which 
Paul preached —is the saving message. 
Pray for India Mission, 412 W. Eighth 
St., Elyria, Ohio. 
Thurs.—1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 
The Resurrection Hope. 
PraAYER SuccesTions: “No resurrection 
of the dead?” In Paul’s day some at 
Corinth were saying, “There is no resur- 
rection of the dead.” They were either 
ignorant of, or purposefully blind to 
the facts. The proof of the resurrection 
of Christ is all-conclusive. The facts 
are all on the side of Christianity. Ex- 
istence in a sinless, deathless body here- 
after, and of being “like him” is the 
Christian’s sweetest and best founded 
hope. Pray for India Christian Mission, 
115 Fulton St., New York City. 


Fri—Psalm 118:14-24. Resurrection Joy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “TE shall . . . live, 
and declare the works of the Lord.” This 
psalm was doubtless sung by Christ and 
his disciples at the “last supper.” It sets 
forth Messiah’s joy in his atoning min- 
istry and particularly in his certain res- 
urrection. - For that joy set before him, 
he endured the cross. The soul’s sur- 
passing emotion will be the “joy exceed- 
ing and full of glory” at the resurrection. 
Pray for Japan Evangelistic Band, 65 St. 
Nicholas St., Toronto, Can. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 2:1-12. 
Enduring through Christ. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “I endure all 
things for the elect’s sakes.” Paul en- 
dured by the all-sufficient support of 
the Saviour. His grace is also sufficient 
for us. Trials will come, but as we suf- 
fer for his body’s sake — the Church, and 
for the furtherance of the Gospel, we 
shall have divine consolation. The more 
we know the hidden glory in suffering 


211 


for Christ, the more we shall glory in 
tribulation. Pray for United Jail Work- 
ers’ Association, 224 Hall of Justice, Los 
Angeles. 
Sun.—Romans 8:31-39. 
Conquering through Christ. 
PRAYER SuaccesTions: “More than con- 
querors through him that loved us.” 
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Summer School Series 


Graded and 
Bible-centered. Puts new life in Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools. Superior be- 
cause detailed instruction given is aboon 
to untrained teachers, a revelation to 
trained workers. Each pupil uses work 
book so that instruction is expressed, 
applied and retained. 


Four new units, Beginners, Primary, Junior, 
Intermediate. Teacher's 25c, Pupil’s 10¢ 
each. Sample lesson free. Write cody. 


‘THE SCRIPTURE PRESS Dept. $s. 8.8.-3 
800 North Clark Street Chicago, Iilinols 


NEWS FROM WARSAW 


Just received from our Mission Worker: 


... “Please help us: we are in deep need now. 
Our home and everything that we had — furni- 
ture, clothes, linen, etc., was burnt in the war. 

- My wife and children escaped to the 
Orphanage outside Warsaw. Returned from 
military duties I found only ruins where my home 
had been. . . The private clothes I am wearing 
now are borrowed. . . 


Our meetinghaill and office building were bad- 
ly damaged and needs much money for repairs. 


The Orphanage is undamaged and has become 
a place of refuge for Evangelists and Christians 
from Soviet Poland. We have no means for liv- 
ing, no money. Only body and soul and faith 
in God are left Whom we thank for protection so 
far. Help us urgently!’ 


Shall we let their faith down? No, show that 
there are still God’s people in America who love 
the suffering brethren in Poland. We are adle 
to send money through. Pray and do as urged 
by God's Spirit! Act quickly! 


Send all donations — even the smallest mite is 
welcome — to the 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 
M. N, FETLER, Secretary 
1844 W. Monroe Street Room CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Copies of ‘“The Friend of Russians”’ with more informa- 
tion free upon request. 
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W yi In Shanghai, XMHD, China’s most powerful private station broadcasts only 


WIN CHINA for CHRIST by RADIO 





Christian messages 7 hours a day since 1933. 

“The true gospel is sounded out from this station in Chinese and other languages. 

Blessed results have been realized,”’ says R. H. Glover, of the China Inland Mission, 

China has 500,000,000 — 80 per cent. are illiterate; but there is no illiteracy 
ough the ears. 

Planning ptayerfully to build ONE CHRISTIAN RADIO STATION in each 

of 18 vast provinces. What a wonderful possibility to extend God’s Kingdom! 

(See Sunday School Times, Janugry 6, page 19.) 

XMHD was a gift of K. S. Lee, converted Chinese broker. Copy of Mr. Lee’s 

book, “The Changed Exchange Broker” sent free to donors of $1 or more to 

this marvelous work. Will you have a share? 


Address: CHINA CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING ASS’N ; 
Care of World Wide Prayer and Missionary Union 


4714N. Spaulding Avenue Chicago, Illinois 














to Spend Next Summer’s Vacation with Some of 


P LA N N OW America’s Greatest Theological Teachers. 


Winona Lake School of Theology, Winona Lake, Indiana 





For Ministers, Teachers, Missionaries, Sunday School Workers & Laymen 
Courses leading to Regular Theological age, Cost Reasonable 50 Free 
July 9 to August 14—Two Terms 18 Days ch — Interdenominational Rooms 
Evangelical Faith and High Scholarship Combined 








Write Dr. J. A. Huffman, President, Marion, Indiana, for free Prospectus 
































—— >>> 


In the beautiful section of the south where Bob Jones College is located, 
the T. V. A. is harnessing and developing natural resources for the pro- 
duction of power and light. 


Bob Jones College is harnessing and developing the energy and power latent in 
young life and personality — training and sending leaders into the business 
and professiona world with the light of academic knowledge and a burning 
Christian testimony. 


A survey shows that all graduates of Bob Jones College have good positions 
and are leaders in their chosen fields. More important they are witnesses for Christ. 


Bob Jones College recognizes no superior in the high quality of its academic 
standards, but also emphasizes restraint and discipline and a Christian phil- 
osophy of life as essentials of education. In Bob Jones College, heart as well 
as mind is trained — character as well as intellect developed. 

“ “~ % 

A wide variety of courses offered includes: four-year college course . . . four-year 

high school course . . . four-year secondary teachers course . . . two-year 

elementary teachers course . . . one-year business and secretarial course. 
“ “% < 

Bob Jones College is fully accredited as a ont om institution by the Depart- 

ment of Education of the State of Tennessee. redits are accepted by leading 

universities and graduate schools in all sections of the country. 


> 4 % % 
For information and catalogue write Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Acting President 


BOB JONES COLLEGE, CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 

















(Lesson for Mar. 24) Mar. 9,.1940 


Christ is our victory, as he is our pardon 
and peace. His strength made perfect in 
our weakness outmatches the power of 
the world, the flesh, and the Devil. His 
love being unchanging toward us, we 
can boldly say, “I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:6). 
The strength of life, death, angels, 
principalities, things present, things to 
come, height, or depth cannot move the 
soul whose strength is in God. Pray for 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 
Park Ave. and 57th St., New York City. 
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